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Glorifying God as we Grow in the Gospel and Go with the Gospel 
 

 
 

 Welcome! We thank God that you have joined us at worship today. Please 
sign our guest book near the double door entrance. Restrooms are in the 
basement near the double stairs. 
 Today we gather together in the very presence of God. He is present among 
us in a special way through his Word. We humbly acknowledge our sin and 
rejoice in the good news of forgiveness through the life and death of Christ. This 
is the focus of all of our worship. 
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THE FESTIVAL OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
May 9, 2013 

 

 

A DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 

 

Stand 
 

M: Christ is arisen! 
 

C: He is risen indeed! 
 

M: God has ascended amid shouts of joy! 
 

C: Let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock 

of our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving 

and extol him with music and song.  

 

SONG OF PRAISE  This Is the Feast (CW 265) 

 
 

Be seated 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson   Acts 1:1-11 
 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 

and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his 

suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing 

proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 

and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was 

eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, 

but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit."  

  So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time 

going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  

 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 

has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 

hid him from their sight.  

 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," 

they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 

who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven." 
 

Psalm of the Day  Psalm 47 (page 85) 
 

Second Lesson   Ephesians 1:16-23 
I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 

know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches 

of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power 

for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 

which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only 

in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things 

under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
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Go Therefore and Make Disciples  (sung by Kaitlyn Kuchenbecker) 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel     Luke 24:44-53 
 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 

the Prophets and the Psalms."  

 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 

He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 

the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high." 

 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 

hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was 

taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 

 

Be Seated 
 

HYMN    On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build (CW 173) 
 

SERMON Our Ascension Prayer Ephesians 1:16-23 

For wisdom 

For Revelation 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of 

mercy on behalf of the Church and of all people. 
 

 Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s 

ascension into heaven where he is now seated in majesty at your right 

hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in these gray and latter days 

that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving name of 

Jesus.  
 

C: As the devil, the world, and our sinful nature seek to silence our 

witness to the truth, grant us courage to believe in our hearts and 

confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord.  
 

M Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has 
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he commanded us, his kingdom of priests, to pray for others.  
 

C: Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in 

need: 
 

M: to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

to the young send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

to husbands and wives and their families,  

to single parents who raise their children alone grant wisdom and 

strength. 
 

C:   Pour out your blessings to all who depend on your power and 

grace. 
 

M: Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have.  In your 

mercy continue to grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we 

need before we even ask.  
 

C: Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or 

are in need. 
 

M: O Lord, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death 

of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Praising his 

victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from his 

ascension before you, where he ever stands for us as our own high 

priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his 

kingdom, which has no end. 
 

C: Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  
 

M: As we contemplate the difficult days in the life of the church, hear us, 

Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C: (sung) And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C: (sung) We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

C: (sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and 

placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now 

have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty (CW 195:4) 
C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus, Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: (sung) Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Be Seated 
 

Distribution Hymns:  

 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” Hymn 309 

 “Draw Us to Thee” Hymn 170 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord (sung) 
 

C:   Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 

 Tell ev’ryone what he has done.  

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 

 He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with  

 shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



 8 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 

have seen the coming of your Son, may long for his coming again, 

and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: (sung) Amen. 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you and give your peace. 
 

C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

HYMN    A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (CW 171:5-6) 
 

 

Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

 Pastor Randy Ott  home: 864-2348; mobile: 362-7118; ottrr@mzluth.org 

 Principal Brian Humann 864-2349, school@mzluth.org 

 President Erv Zeamer 660-1161 

 Elders: John Ihlenfeldt 864-2822 

 School Board: Jim Laabs 864-2458 

School Faculty: Joan Wegner, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Brian Humann, Tim 

Pingel, Rick Muchka 

Website: www.mzluth.org   Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodian: Beverly Leiterman  864-2355 

Church/School Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff  864-7334 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service (WELS counseling)  

 Appleton, Kathleen Jasman, Administrator,  731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  

 Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


