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Holy Week 2014

The Triduum (TRID-00-um, “three
days”) refers to the time from worship on
Maundy Thursday until the final worship of
Easter Day. The “Three Holy Days” of the
passion and resurrection of Christ is the
culmination of the entire church year. It is
over these days — Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Easter — that we celebrate God’s
redeeming love in the dying and rising of
his Son, Jesus, and still see that love today.
The Triduum is a single celebration. Once
we have begun the Triduum on Maundy
Thursday, we do not “leave” it until Easter
Sunday. It is one continuous celebration of
dying and rising, with Christ. Thus this
booklet. It contains as one liturgy our
corporate worship life during the Three
Holy Days of 2014.
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Welcome! We thank God
that you have joined us at
worship today. Restrooms
are located in the basement.
Hearing loop headphones
and Large Print Hymnals are
available from an usher.

Today we gather together
in the presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament. We
humbly acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good news
of forgiveness through the
life and death of Christ. This
is the focus of our worship.




Good Friday Worship: Cross of Christ .
April 18, 2014 -

The Three Holy Days of Christendom continue on Good Friday with a =
service that focuses our attention on the cross of Christ. It is the instrument _'

of our Savior’s death. It is the place where God’s mercy and justice collide in

a way that brings salvation to the world. /

The minister enters in silence.

STAND

PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY
M: Let us pray.

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon
the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

C: (spoken) Amen.

BE SEATED

THE WORD

LESSON Isaiah 52:13-53:12

See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as there
were many who were appalled at him -- his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man
and his form marred beyond human likeness-- so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut
their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not
heard, they will understand.

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LoRrD been revealed? He grew
up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected
by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he
was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LorD
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression
and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from
the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave
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with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit
in his mouth. Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LorD
makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the
Lorp will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore 1 will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Silence for prayer and meditation.
HYMN “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (CW 100)

HISTORY OF OUR LORD’S SUFFERING AND DEATH John 18:1-19:42

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the
other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.

So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief
priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was
going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they
replied. "l am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said,
"l am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.

Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." "I told you that |
am he," Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." This happened so that the
words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me."

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his
right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall |
not drink the cup the Father has given me?"

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They
bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the
people.

Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the
door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there
and brought Peter in. "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. He
replied, "1 am not." It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to
keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. "I have spoken
openly to the world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the
Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they
know what | said." When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. "Is this the
way you answer the high priest?" he demanded. "If | said something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify as
to what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you strike me?" Then Annas sent him, still bound,
to Caiaphas the high priest.
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As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, "You are not one of his disciples, are you?"
He denied it, saying, "I am not." One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear
Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't | see you with him in the olive grove?" Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.

Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early
morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing
against this man?" "If he were not a criminal,” they replied, "we would not have handed him over to
you." Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." "But we have no right to
execute anyone," the Jews objected. This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the
kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the
Jews?" "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" "Am | a Jew?"
Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you
have done?" Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” "You are a king, then!"
said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason | was born,
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."
"What is truth?" Pilate asked.

With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. But it
is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to
release “the king of the Jews'?" They shouted back, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas
had taken part in a rebellion.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and
put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying,
"Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and said to the
Jews, "Look, | am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against
him." When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,
"Here is the man!"

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" But
Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, | find no basis for a charge against him."
The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be
the Son of God."

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. "Where do
you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. "Do you refuse to speak to me?"
Pilate said. "Don't you realize | have power either to free you or to crucify you?" Jesus answered,
"You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you
are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar." When Pilate heard this, he
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in
Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is
your king," Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!"
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"Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered.
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull
(which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).

STAND

Here they crucified him, and with him two others--one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate
had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to
Pilate, "Do not write "The King of the Jews," but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." Pilate
answered, "What I have written, | have written."

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for
each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from
top to bottom. "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get it." This
happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.” So this is what the soldiers did.

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he
said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother.” From
that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus
said, "'l am thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a
stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

A brief silence may be observed.

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the
Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs
broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man
who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and
found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus'
side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also
may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will
be broken," and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced.”

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body
away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of them
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At
the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no
one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby,
they laid Jesus there.

BE SEATED
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Silence for prayer and meditation.

HYMN “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (CW 105)
SERMON Jesus Died Willingly! John 19:1-16
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

STAND

CONFESSION OF SINS

M:  Lord God, Heavenly Father, we acknowledge the immensity of our guilt. We can offer you
nothing to remove these sins. We are unworthy of all your grace. Yet in your grace we have
confidence. Through the life and death of Jesus Christ we cry out to you in the full
assurance of faith,

C: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:  God has had mercy on you, on me, and on the entire world. Jesus’ holiness is ours by faith.
His death was the punishment for all sin. In Christ, you are a forgiven child of God.

C: Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close
communion. All WELS members are welcome to commune with us.

“Oh, Perfect Life of Love” (CW 138)
“God Was There on Calvary” (CW 140)
STAND
BIDDING PRAYER

The invitations to prayer (bids) may be said by an assisting minister or layperson, and the petitions may
be said by the presiding minister. If there is no assisting minister, the presiding minister says both the
invitations to prayer and the petitions.

A moment of silence follows each invitation to prayer.

A: Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father would defend her from the devil
and keep her faithful to her Lord.

Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving name to the world through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Protect us from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain

15



faithful to your Word so that, in every adversity, we may stand firm in our faith and give
ourselves fully to our Savior’s work, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all people of God.
Silent prayer.
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the good of your people.
Preserve us from divisive spirits and false teachers. Give your servants the grace to

proclaim Christ joyfully in word and deed so that all who hear them may come to know
their Savior better and be strengthened for their lives of service, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word that they remain firm in the
simple faith of Baptism.
Silent prayer.
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear children by the washing of
rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in

Baptism that each day they may die to sin and rise again to live a new and holy life,
through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who are in authority.
Silent prayer.
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly government to keep a measure
of order in this dying world and to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the

wisdom to govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey them, so that we may live
peaceful lives in all godliness and holiness, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our communities from the many
earthly calamities that threaten us.

Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded by danger from wars and
famine, from disease and pestilence, with the devil begrudging us every minute of our
lives. Protect us from all these miseries so that your name may still be glorified in them and

so that we may safely pass through them to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen.
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A: Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may come to know the one, true
God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.

Silent prayer.
M: Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that he might draw
all people to himself. Through the proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the

nations a people that are your very own, that we may join together around your throne in
glory to praise and thank you forever, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without grieving you whose name we
bear. We ask that you would change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate
us without reason. Give them repentance and faith so that they may be glad with us and
find joy in your love, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial.

Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world to bear our grief and to
carry our sorrows. Help those who are suffering for your name’s sake and who are

struggling against temptation so that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but find
relief in your grace, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

A: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask in the words
he himself has taught us.

All join together in The Lord’s Prayer

BE SEATED

MEDITATION ON THE CROSS OF CHRIST
SOLO “The Power of the Cross” Stephanie Beyer
RESPONSES

M: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.

M: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
17



C: Oh, come, let us worship him.
M: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.

Silence for meditation.
REPROACHES
First Reproach

M: Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O my people, and wherein have | offended
you? Answer me. For | have raised you up out of the prison house of sin and death, and you
have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For | have redeemed you from the house
of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O my people!

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer, God eternal,
leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy.

C: (sung) Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.
All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus!

Second Reproach

M: Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O my people, and wherein have | offended
you? Answer me. For | have conguered all your foes, and you have given me over and
delivered me to those who persecute me. For I have fed you with my Word and refreshed
you with living water, and you have given me gall and vinegar to drink. O my people!

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer, God eternal, allow us
not to lose hope in the face of death and hell. O Lord, have mercy.

C: (sung) Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.
All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus!

Third Reproach

M: Thus says the Lord: What have | done to you, O my people, and wherein have | offended
you? Answer me. What more could have been done for my vineyard than | have done for
it? When | looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you
thank your God? O my people!

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer, God eternal,
keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy.
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C: (sung) Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.
All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:
Your peace be with us, O Jesus!

Silence for meditation.
STAND
HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” (CW 110)
BE SEATED
M: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
C: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

The minister exits the chancel.
The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dispersing quietly.

The service concludes with no blessing or postlude because Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and
Easter are one continuous service of our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection

If it is possible and convenient to you, please return the service folder to the stands by the doors
in the rear of church as you leave. They will be used Friday evening and Sunday and may be
taken home Sunday.

Good Friday Worship continues with Tenebrae worship at 7:00 p.m. Communion will be a part
of worship.

The Three Holy Days continues on Saturday. Easter Vigil worship will be at 8:00 p.m.
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Today’ Light Bible Readings

Week 30
April 21-26
Monday 1 Chronicles 1-4
Tuesday 1 Chronicles 5-8
Wednesday 1 Chronicles 9-12
Thursday 1 Chronicles 13-14
Friday 1 Chronicles 15-16

Saturday

1 Chronicles 17
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:

Pastor Randy Ott home: 864-2348; mobile: 362-7118;
ottrr@mzluth.org

Principal Brian Humann 864-2349, school@mzluth.org

President Charles Edinger 606-2119, candmedinger@icloud.com

Elders: Howard Schultz 864-2789

School Board: Jeff Krueger 336-7282

School Faculty: Joan Wegner, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Brian Humann,
Tim Pingel, Rick Muchka

Website: www.mzluth.org
Synod : www.wels.net

Custodian: Beverly Leiterman 864-2355

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff 864-7334

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service (WELS counseling)
Kathleen Jasman, Appleton 731-9798

Living Hope Counseling Ministries (WELS counseling)
Dr. John Johnson, Director, De Pere 338-8699
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Announcements

Thank You to everyone who helped in wor-
ship during Holy Week. Thank you also to
everyone who helped behind the scenes to
prepare for our worship and decorate our
church. Your service to the Lord is greatly
appreciated!

Adult Christ Light will not meet today

Come Follow Me This study is based on
the movie, Come Follow Me. The movie
shares the story of Peter’s call to follow
Jesus, his denial of Jesus, and his subse-
quent restoration. Just like Peter, we strug-
gle with feelings of inadequacy. The solu-
tion is Jesus, who assures us that we are
forgiven, can be his witnesses, and that he
will give us the gifts needed for ministry.
This study is 8 lessons long. We will watch
the movie, discuss its biblical basis, apply
it to our lives, and learn ways we can share
this DVD with others as we Go with the
Gospel. We meet today at 9:15 a.m. in the
commons.

Assembly Committee will meet Monday at
6:00 p.m. to assemble the May newsletter.

Confirmation Class for public school stu-
dents will not meet the next two Wednes-
days. We will meet again on May 7.

No Thursday Worship on April 24. Thurs-
day worship will begin again on May 1.

Communion will not be a part of worship
next Sunday.

Pastor Ott will leave for South Dakota this
afternoon. After their daughter Liz’s wed-
ding, Pastor and Paula will fly to San Anto-
nio for the Finishing Well In Grace Confer-
ence for pastors who have been in the
ministry 25 years. Pastor will return on May
4. If you need pastoral care from April 20-
May 4 please contact Pastor Dan Cole of
Maribel. His contact information is: (920)
863-2851 or pastor_sjm@charter.net

Open Forum to prepare for the Quarterly
Voters Meeting will be after 10:30 a.m.
worship on May 4. ltems that will be dis-
cussed at the Voters Meeting on May 18
include: allowing alcohol in the pavilion,
organist fund guidelines, reports from the
council restructuring committee and appeal
committee.

The Bay Area Life Center will offer roses
after each service on Mothers Day, Sun-
day, May 11. A free will donation is appre-
ciated.

Today’s Light Bible Discussion will not
meet again until May 11. We will discuss
three weeks of readings on May 11:
Weeks 34-36 1 Chronicles 1-2 Chronicles
12. Discussion guides form April and May
are available in the rack at the back of
church and in the church basement. The
discussion guides now include suggested
answers!

Sunday School Teacher Needed This Fall
we will need a new Sunday School teach-

er. Sunday School is for students ages 3-5.

It meets on Sunday mornings at 9:15. If

you have any questions about it or would
like to see what it is like, talk to Char Van
Rossum or stop in for a class on Sunday!

FVL's National Honor Society will have a
Brat Fry and Car Wash on Friday, April 25.
3-7 p.m. at the school. Follow the signs to
the east parking lot by the Football Can-
teen building. Car washes are only $5;
Brats: $2.50; Hot dogs: $1.50 and ham-
burgers: $3.00; chips and soda will also be
available. All proceeds will be go to FVL
Tuition Assistance. Our rain date is Friday,
May 2, 3-7 p.m.

Volume 2, Issue 17

April 20, 2014
Easter

Our Mission
is to
Glorify
God

as we
Gather

around the
Gospel

so that we
Grow

in the Gospel
and

Go
with the
Gospel



QDD DI DI DD DI DI DD DI DI D)

Page 2

Weekly Calendar
9:15 a.m.Come, Follow Me Bible Study,

Sunday
commons

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday 5:30 p.m.Bible History, grades 1-5

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Worship

9:15 a.m.Come, Follow Me Bible Study,

commons

News From Zion

Today’s Light Bible Reading

Week 34—April 21-26

Monday 1 Chronicles 1-4
Tuesday 1 Chronicles 5-8
Wednesday 1 Chronicles 9-12
Thursday 1 Chronicles 13-14
Friday 1 Chronicles 15-16
Saturday 1 Chronicles 17

9:15 a.m. Adult Christ Light, church

9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship

Missions Hold Opening Services

Three mission congregations -
Peace, South Gilbert, Ariz.; lllumine,
Rock Hill, S.C.; and Abiding Word,
Dothan, Ala. - held their grand opening
services April 13. These are 3 of the 12
new home missions authorized for fis-
cal year 2013-14 and are all served by
2013 graduates of Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, Mequon, Wis.

“Lots of work goes into planning for
and then starting a mission,” says Rev.
Keith Free, Board for Home Missions
administrator. “To get to the point of
having a grand opening service is a
testimony to the Lord blessing the la-
bors of so many.”

One hundred two people attended
the grand opening service in South
Gilbert. “We received contact infor-
mation from 12 new households,” says
Rev. Greg Hein, pastor at Peace. “It
was a great day worshiping our Savior
with so many people!”

Hein says when he arrived in South
Gilbert, he had a core group of a dozen
adults and eight children from the area.
Gilbert, Ariz., has a population of over
200,000, and the area where Peace is
located is growing—with 50,000 more
people moving in over the next 10
years. He says there are large commu-
nity churches in the area as well as a
strong Mormon population.

Peace is worshiping at a local ele-
mentary school. The mission has had
three preview services to build momen-
tum for its grand opening. It is also
concentrating on small group Bible
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studies and continued outreach in the
community through canvassing and
inviting friends and acquaintances.

[llumine, Rock Hill, S.C., is the sec-
ond WELS congregation in the Char-
lotte, N.C., metro area. Located in the
Bible Belt, lllumine shares the area
with 65 Baptist and 55 Methodist con-
gregations. “Lutheran teaching is much
more scarce in this area, and it is a
special privilege to get to represent the
solas of the Reformation and the prop-
er distinction between law and gospel
here,” says Rev. Kent Reeder, pastor
at lllumine.

Members from Grace, Charlotte,
N.C., located 45 minutes away, make
up most of lllumine’s core group of 18.
The group meets each Sunday for Bi-
ble classes and planning. Group can-
vasses take place every Saturday.
Kingdom Worker volunteers assisted
with canvassing and the launch.

The mission, which meets at a local
movie theater, has had four preview
services before the grand opening,
averaging 40 people each time. Fifty
people attended the opening service,
nine of whom were visitors. “We’re also
working toward a launch for our family
education initiatives and our communi-
ty service arm as the year goes on,”
says Reeder. “We hope that this men-
tality will keep us pressing on instead
of tempting us to rest and become
stagnant after launching just one as-
pect of this church's ministry.”

In Dothan, a core group of seven

adults and nine children already had
been meeting for worship before Rev.
Caleb Free arrived in August 2013.
Every other week they worshiped in
Dothan, served by Rev. Dan Burgess
from Amazing Grace, Panama City,
Fla. Otherwise they traveled 90 miles
to Panama City for worship. Now they
worship weekly with Free in an ele-
mentary school gymnasium.

Free and his wife have been working
hard to get into the community through
canvassing, volunteering at the school
where they worship, and joining the
area Young Professional Group and
Chamber of Commerce. The mission is
hosting a Bible basketball camp in
June.

Abiding Word held a festival the
day before its launch service. More
than 150 attended the festival, with
about 75 percent of them asking for
more information about the church.
Sixty-four people attended worship the
next day, with 30 first-time guests—10
of whom had attended the festival.
Kingdom Worker volunteers as well as
members from three WELS congrega-
tions in Florida and Alabama helped
with the events.
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