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2nd Sunday in Lent March 5, 2023 
 

The Season The Church’s Lenten worship is muted and quiet. For centuries, the Church 

has omitted her most jubilant songs of praise during this season of repentance. We will 

omit the use of “Alleluia” and the Song of Praise to reflect the somber nature of the 

season. Note, however, that the Sundays are designated as Sunday in Lent, not Sundays 

of Lent. The Sundays themselves are not considered part of the forty days, but are islands 

of refreshment in our Lenten walk. They are Islands in the Son! 
 

The Sunday The gift of God comes by faith to all nations. Not a holy life, not acts of 

obedience, but simple trust in the promise of God brings the gift of living water. Christ 

gives righteousness to all who believe. Islands in the Son: An Island for All! 
 

Hymn Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 353 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing loop 

headphones and Large 

Print Hymnals are 

available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to the 

basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through his 

Word and Sacrament. 

We acknowledge our 

sin and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through the 

life and death of Christ. 

This is the focus of our 

worship. 
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Stand 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 

both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from 

all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

Grades 4K-4 For God So Loved the World (8:00) 
 

First Lesson: Genesis 12:1-8 
God’s plan of salvation called for one special nation which would carry the Promise of the Seed meant for all 

people. All people would be blessed by the nation descended from Abram, because this man of faith would bear 

the bloodline of the Promised Seed, the Messiah who would come as Savior of all nations. 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 
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I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew 

Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, 

and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 

Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and 

said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who 

had appeared to him. 
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel 

on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name 

of the LORD. (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 121 CW 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 

Where does my help come from? 
 

My help comes from the LORD,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot slip,* 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 

indeed, he who watches over Israel* 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

Refrain 
 

The LORD watches over you,* 
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the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 

The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 

he will watch over your life; 
 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 

both now and forevermore. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Jane Marshall. From Psalms Together. © 1988 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
Paul taught the Romans about faith by using Abraham as an example. Faith is simply receiving the grace of God 

by trusting in his promises. This God credits to us as righteousness. This is the righteousness that every person 

needs to stand in God’s presence.  

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 

discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to 

boast about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 

was credited to him as righteousness.”[Gn 15:6] 
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 

5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their 

faith is credited as righteousness. 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that 

he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if 

those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 
15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to 

those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have 

made you a father of many nations.”[Gn 17:5] He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 

believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

 

Stand 
 

M: The Gospel according to John chapter 4.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  John 4:5-26 
He defied popular convention by traveling through Samaria. He defied religious convention by asking a Samaritan 

woman for a drink. Why would Jesus even bother with this woman? She was a Samaritan and a habitual 
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adulterer. Yet he had to be here (John 4:4), not because of convention or expectations but because of his mission 

to save all people. He had come to save the world, and that meant he had come for this woman, too. Not because 

she had lived a holy life—far from it! Only because of his grace.  

5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 

journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 

drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How 

can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a]) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where 

can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well 

and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 

them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to 

keep coming here to draw water.” 
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you 

have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have 

just said is quite true.” 
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on 

this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do 

not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is 

coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit 

and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he 

will explain everything to us.” 
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” (NIV) 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A5-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26166a
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Hymn of the Day  God Loved the World So that He Gave CW 391 

 
 

Sermon  Islands in the Son: An Island For All Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

Offering 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn  Lord, ’Tis Not that I Did Choose You CW 380 
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