
 

4th Sunday of Easter April 30, 2023 
 

The Season After forty days of repentance, the Church bursts forth in praise during Easter. 

Easter is the oldest festival and season celebrated by the worshipping Church. For a full week-of-

weeks (49 days) the Church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on the Sundays of Easter which 

culminate on the 50th day, Pentecost. The Redeemer Lives! 
 

The Sunday On Good Shepherd Sunday we see how sharp the contrast is between true 

shepherds and false shepherds. All is determined by their relationship to Christ, the only gate for 

the sheep. The Redeemer Lives to be my Good Shepherd. 
 

Hymn Have No Fear, Little Flock CW 442 

 

Stand 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

M: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

C: Come, oh, come, let us worship. 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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Come, Oh, Come Let Us Sing To The Lord The congregation will sing the refrain and verses  

Refrain 

 

 
Be Seated 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 23 CW 

 

 

The LORD is my shepherd,* 

I shall not be in want. 
 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 

he leads me beside quiet waters. 
 

He restores my soul;* 

he guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,* 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

Refrain 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 
 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life,* 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 

First Lesson 1 Samuel 17:34-37 
Long before he was the royal shepherd of the kingdom of Israel, David shepherded his father’s flock in the wild 

country. He let no danger stop him from caring for his sheep. No law required a shepherd to fight lion and bear for 

the sake of the sheep. In fact, David’s words here and Christ’s in John 10 are all the more striking because 

Rabbinic law made it clear that a shepherd was not called upon to expose his own life for the safety of his flock.  
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34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a 

lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and 

rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and 

killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine 

will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who 

rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of 

this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” (NIV) 
 

Choir: The Good Shepherd  (8:00) 4k-5K I Am Jesus Little Lamb (10:30) 
 

Second Lesson Hebrews 13:20-21 
Only one gate leads to life eternal, because only Christ provided the blood of the eternal covenant. As we sheep 

stand looking at the Easter miracle, we are empowered to follow our Shepherd wherever he may lead. 

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with 

everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NIV) 
  

M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he has 

done. 
 

Hymn of the Day   The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 375 
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Sermon  The Redeemer Lives To Be The Gate To Heaven John 10:1-10 
Jesus’ “I am” statements highlight the exclusivity of the Christian message. Christ is Savior, and there is no other! 

Jesus is the only gate for the sheep, and there is no other! When a man approaches the sheep, one only needs to 

see how he enters the pen. Does he use the gate, i.e., does he confess Christ as Savior? True shepherds use the 

gate, preach Christ, and love the sheep. False shepherds refuse the gate, reject Christ, and destroy the flock. 

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by 

the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who 

enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a 

stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 

stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 

understand what he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 

8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not 

listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They 

will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill 

and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (NIV) 

Stand 

You Are God; We Praise You Te Deum  The congregation will sing the refrain and the verses  

Refrain 
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Be Seated 

Offering  

Stand 
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

M: In the morning, O Lord, I cry to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

C:   Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live 

according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 

Prayer for Grace 

M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we 

often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely 

through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

M: Let us praise the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless and keep you. 

C:  Amen. 

M: The Lord’s face ever shine upon you. 

C:  Amen. 

M: The Lord grant you peace for all your days. 

C:  Amen. 
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Be Seated 

Closing Hymn Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 436:1-3 

 
Morning Praise © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  


