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2nd Sunday after Pentecost June 8 & 11, 2023 
 

The Season After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping 

Church spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears 

green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus 

to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us the characteristics 

of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our God, and the Christian life. 
 

The Sunday The Holy Ministry stands on the rock-solid truth of God’s Word. Not all 

who call themselves ministers do that, so watch out for false teachers! Many will 

come with wise sounding words and pious promises, but they are not what they 

seem. The Church’s only defense is to stand firmly on the rock-solid truth of God’s 

Word.  
 

Hymn How Precious Is the Book Divine CW 284 

 

Stand 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Confession 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess 

our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 



2 

 

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Mark 10:47 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 

lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
 

Glory Be To God Gloria in Excelsis (sung) Luke 2:14 

1. All glory be to God on high! 3. O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

 Your name, O Lord, we glorify;  You take all human sin away. 

 We praise you for your peace and grace, Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 

 Your favor toward our fallen race.  From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

2. Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 4. You Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

 For your great glory, heav’nly King,  The Father’s glory you made known. 

 For all, O Father, you have done  We by your Spirit sing again: 

 Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.  “All glory be to God!” Amen. 
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THE WORD 

M: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  

M: Let us pray. 

 O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything 

that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Lesson: 1 Kings 22:10-28 
Never before was there a man like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. As he and 

Jehoshaphat listened, prophet after prophet promised victory in the coming battle. Those prophets 

looked the part with their props and talked the talk by speaking in the name of the LORD. But as Jesus 

said, not everyone who prophesies in the name of the Lord is a true prophet. Judge them by their 

fruit—the message they speak. This lesson starkly reveals false prophets as the liars they are. But 

Micaiah stands on the rock-solid truth of God’s Word that will not be shaken by royal power, personal 

violence, or professional disdain. As the dogs licked Ahab’s blood from the chariot and Naboth’s 

murder was finally avenged, the false teachers were exposed as frauds, but God’s ministers who 

faithfully proclaimed his Word stood on a foundation that could withstand any storm. 
10 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah 

were sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of 

Samaria, with all the prophets prophesying before them. 11 Now Zedekiah son of 

Kenaanah had made iron horns and he declared, “This is what the LORD says: ‘With 

these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’” 
12 All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth 

Gilead and be victorious,” they said, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s hand.” 
13 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the 

other prophets without exception are predicting success for the king. Let your word 

agree with theirs, and speak favorably.” 
14 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him only what the 

LORD tells me.” 
15 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against 

Ramoth Gilead, or not?” 

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s 

hand.” 
16 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me 

nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?” 
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17 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep 

without a shepherd, and the LORD said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one 

go home in peace.’” 
18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never 

prophesies anything good about me, but only bad?” 
19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD 

sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing around him on his 

right and on his left. 20 And the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking 

Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’ 

“One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood 

before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 
22 “‘By what means?’ the LORD asked. 

“‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he 

said. 

“‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’ 
23 “So now the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all these 

prophets of yours. The LORD has decreed disaster for you.” 
24 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. 

“Which way did the spirit from the LORD go when he went from me to speak to 

you?” he asked. 
25 Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner 

room.” 
26 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon 

the ruler of the city and to Joash the king’s son 27 and say, ‘This is what the king 

says: Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I 

return safely.’” 
28 Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the LORD has not spoken through 

me.” Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!” (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 78 CW 

 
O my people, hear my teaching;* 

listen to the words of my mouth. 
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I will utter things from of old,* 

what we have heard and what our fathers have told us. 
 

We will not hide them from our children;* 

we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD. 
 

Refrain 
 

The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob* 

and established the law in Israel, 
 

so the next generation would know them,* 

and they in turn would tell their children. 
 

Then they would put their trust in God* 

and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

Second Lesson 2 Peter 1:20-2:3 
False teachers like Zedekiah (First Lesson) give their own interpretation, suited for themselves or their 

audience. Not so true prophesy! Scripture is inspired by God. Using the false teachers as a foil, verse 

21 draws a direct contradiction between false prophesy and Scripture. Man did not contribute the 

message, but the mouth. Peter encourages us to be ready for false teachers: we know their coming, 

and we know their ending. The Holy Ministry watches out for false teachers and stands instead on the 

rock-solid truth of the inspired Word of God. 
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by 

the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in 

the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit. 

2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 

teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 

the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on 

themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of 

truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated 

stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction 

has not been sleeping. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia. (Ps 

119:105) 
 

Stand 
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M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 7.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 7:15-29 
Jesus warns the Church that no false prophet ever comes claiming to be one. We cannot judge them 

only by their actions—even Judas performed miracles. Outward power or piety merely masks the beast 

within false teachers. We must rather judge them by their fruit: not merely their moral lives, but the 

fruit of a prophet is his message. What does he say? He may speak it in the name of Jesus, but look at 

the prophet’s fruit, his message. The mark of a true teacher is one who hears the words of Christ puts 

them into practice. That foundation of rock-solid truth can withstand any storm. True ministers of the 

Word proclaim the truth and put Christ’s words into practice. 
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 

inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do 

people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good 

tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad 

fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize 

them. 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say 

to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name 

drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 

plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, 

the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 

fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 

his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 

beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers 

of the law. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day  We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost CW 190 

 

 
 

Sermon  Stand On The Truth Of God’s Word  1 Kings 22:10-28 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
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true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be Seated 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under 

him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

1. O holy, holy, holy 2. Hosanna in the highest! 

 Lord God of pow’r and might,   How truly blest is he 

Your glory, earth and heaven  Who in God’s name is coming  

 In countless ways recite.   To set his people free! 

Hosanna! Come and save us,  He comes to bring salvation 

 Lord God of hosts on high,   And with his blood outpoured, 

And in your grace and mercy  Deliver us from bondage— 

 Receive our fervent cry.   Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 

through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 

  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 

blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 

ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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Lamb of God Agnes Dei John 1:29 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 
Communion Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close 

communion. All WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor or an 

elder before communing. 
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Distribution Hymns In Christ Alone CWS 752 
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  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less CW 382 
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Stand 

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis (sung) Luke 2:29-32 

1 O Lord, now let your servant 2 All glory to the Father, 

  Depart in peace, assured:   All glory to the Son, 

 For I have seen your promised  All glory to the Spirit, 

  incarnate, saving Word—   Forever three in one; 

 A Light that will enlighten  For as in the beginning, 

  All gloom where Gentiles dwell;   Is now, shall ever be, 

 The brilliant, crowning glory  God’s triune name resounding 

  Of those in Israel!   Through all eternity. 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 

fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 

help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 

your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Hymn   Sent forth By God’s Blessing CW 318 
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