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4th Sunday after Pentecost June 22 & 25, 2023 
 

The Season After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends half a 

year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears green during the season of Pentecost as 

the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us 

the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our God, and the Christian life. 
 

The Sunday Over the next three Sundays we hear Jesus’ Missionary Discourse (Matthew 10:5-42). Last 

Sunday we saw the unworthiness of the servants God calls by mercy. Today the emphasis is still on the 

Ministry of the Word, but the focus shifts from the servants to the people they serve. We see the 

compassion and love of God for this world, love so great that he called ministers of the Word to share 

his grace and mercy and foretell of the coming kingdom of heaven. The Holy Ministry is given by god 

out of compassion for his people. 
 

Opening Hymn Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 492 

 

 

Morrison Zion 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 

 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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Stand 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 

truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 

on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

C: Amen 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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O Lord, Our Lord  
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show 

us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that 

we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson: Numbers 27:15-23 
After forty years of faithfully leading God’s people through their wanderings, after much pleading with God in 

prayer, Moses’ hopes of leading the people into the Promised Land were dashed. Moses would see the land from 

afar, but then like his brother before him, he would die because of his actions at Meribah Kadesh. But look at 

Moses’ response! There is no complaint or murmur. Moses’ first thought is of the people of God. Leave them not 

leaderless, O Lord! And God answers with a man full of the Spirit to be the new leader of God’s people.  
15 Moses said to the LORD, 16 “May the LORD, the God who gives breath to all living things, 

appoint someone over this community 17 to go out and come in before them, one who will lead 

them out and bring them in, so the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 
18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of 

leadership, and lay your hand on him. 19 Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire 

assembly and commission him in their presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so the whole 

Israelite community will obey him. 21 He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain 

decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his command he and the entire 

community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will come in.” 
22 Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar 

the priest and the whole assembly. 23 Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as 

the LORD instructed through Moses. (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 100 CW 
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Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.* 

Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 

come before him with joyful songs.* 

Know that the LORD is God. 
 

It is he who made us, and we are his;* 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Refrain 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise;* 

give thanks to him and praise his name. 
 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;* 

his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 
Paul’s words to the Thessalonians center on the ministry of the Word born of God’s compassion. The God who 

loved us also gave us the encouragement of his Word and Sacraments that strengthen us in word and deed. 

Therefore, Paul beseeches the prayers of the Church for its ministers. Pray that their message be spread and the 

ministers be spared, for there are those who will work against this ministry and its message. 
16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 

gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 

every good deed and word. 

3 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 

spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from 

wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will 

strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you are 

doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into 

God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for joy. 

Alleluia. (Psalm 132:9) 

Stand 
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Gospel  Matthew 9:35-10:8 
The compassion of God for the lost and helpless sinner is the reason for Christ’s work and the ministry of the 

Word. The people of Israel had been harassed by their spiritual leaders and left leaderless and helpless. Christ 

looked upon them and loved them, and then he called the twelve apostles to the ministry of the Word that they 

might shepherd these lost sheep. The disciples prayed for workers and found God’s answer in the twelve men 

Christ sent out to be leaders of the true Israel and heralds of the coming kingdom. They would go with Jesus’ 

message and Jesus’ miracles. They would go by grace to share grace. 
35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 

few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure 

spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his 

brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 

and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and 

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 

or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim 

this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 

those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 

Hymn  In You Is Gladness CW 346 
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Sermon  The Holy Ministry Is Given Out of Compassion Numbers 27:15-23 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
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forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

Be Seated 

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and 

to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  
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Be Seated 
 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close communion. 

WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor before communing. If 

you would like to learn more about communing with us in the future, please contact pastor.  
 

Distribution  
 

Distribution Hymn Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 313 
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Stand 
 

Thank The Lord  

 

 
 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

Closing Hymn Lord, Speak to Us that We May Speak CW 561:1-2 
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