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7th Sunday after Pentecost July 13 & 16, 2023 
 

The Season After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church 

spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears green during the 

season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of 

believers. The appointed lessons teach us the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the 

Christian, the Church, our God, and the Christian life. 
 

The Sunday From the beginning of time, God provided rest for his creation. He blessed the 

seventh day and set it apart, that man might learn to find his rest in God alone. In Jesus, 

the Christian finds rest from his burdens, rest from his battles, and rest forever in heaven. 

The Christian finds rest in Jesus. 
 

Hymn Jesus, Lead Us On CW 422 

 
 

Stand 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

 

Morrison Zion 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 

 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Oh, Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with 

all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe 

in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson: Joshua 23:1-11 
Many years after finishing the conquest of Canaan, Joshua looked back and reminded the people that God had 

fought for them and had given them rest from all their enemies. Since God had done this, Joshua called on the 

people to give the Lord their allegiance, their obedience, and their love. We can look back and see that God 

fought for us and gave us rest from our three great enemies. Now, with sin atoned, the devil defeated, and death 

vanquished, let all God’s people thank him for this rest by giving him allegiance, obedience, and love. 

23 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their 

enemies around them, Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—their elders, 

leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: “I am very old. 3 You yourselves have seen 

everything the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the LORD 

your God who fought for you. 4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your 

tribes all the land of the nations that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan 

and the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 The LORD your God himself will push them out for 

your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, as 

the LORD your God promised you. 
6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, 

without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that 

remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not 

serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you 

have until now. 
9 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has 

been able to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God 

fights for you, just as he promised. 11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 145 CW 

 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;* 

his greatness no one can fathom. 
 

One generation will commend your works to another;* 

they will tell of your mighty acts. 
 

The LORD upholds all those who fall* 

and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
 

Refrain 
 

The eyes of all look to you, 

and you give them their food at the proper time.* 

You open your hand 

and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him,* 

to all who call on him in truth. 
 

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;* 

he hears their cry and saves them. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson Hebrews 4:1-11 
The rest that God gave his people in Canaan foreshadowed the true rest of God in heaven. The rest in the 

Promised Land was received by some through faith and rejected by others through unbelief. The writer to the 

Hebrews urges every Christian to heed the warning of the generation that died in the desert. Instead, by faith in 

Christ, we find the true Sabbath rest of God in heaven. 

4 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that 

none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news 

proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, 
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because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed.[a] 3 Now we who have believed 

enter that rest, just as God has said, 

“So I declared on oath in my anger, 

    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’”[Ps 95:11] 

And yet his works have been finished since the creation of the world. 4 For somewhere 

he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God rested from 

all his works.”[Gn 2:2] 5 And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my 

rest.” 
6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who 

formerly had the good news proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, 
7 God again set a certain day, calling it “Today.” This he did when a long time later he spoke 

through David, as in the passage already quoted: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

    do not harden your hearts.”[Ps 95:7,8] 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 

9 There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters God’s 

rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every 

effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of 

disobedience. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, 

and bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia. (Luke 8:15) 

Stand 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 11.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 11:25-30 
Though they had seen many signs of Christ’s deity, Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum failed to repent. Jesus 

warned them of the coming wrath. Then he turned to his followers and praised God that the Lord of heaven and 

earth had revealed the truth of Jesus’ identity to the little children who believe in him. He has no words of 

judgment for his followers. He has only words of invitation, of comfort, of rest. Yes, the rest comes with a yoke—

but look at whose yoke it is! Our Savior’s humble and gentle heart leads him to give us an easy yoke, a light 

burden, and rest for our souls. Christianity is not a religion of rules meant to impinge on our freedom; it does not 

call us to endlessly labor for God’s favor; it does not leave us to work things out on our own. No, it frees us from 

the burden of carrying our sin and puts Christ in its place. It connects us to Jesus that we might learn from him. It 

gives us the rest our weary souls so desperately need. 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 

have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 
26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 

to reveal him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30017a
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28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
 

Hymn of the Day  If God Himself Be for Me CW 419 
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Sermon  The Christian Finds Rest In God Joshua 23:1-11 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 
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on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn  Come Unto Me, Ye Weary CW 336:1,4 
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