
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost July 30, 2023 
 

The Season After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping 

Church spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears 

green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus 

to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us the characteristics 

of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our God, and the Christian life. 
 

The Sunday The Christian lives as wheat among weeds as he waits for the 

harvest. In the Prayer of the Day we ask for the spirit to live like wheat—to think 

and to do what is right—even while we live in this sinful world. Living with an eye 

on the coming harvest gives us encouragement, comfort, and hop. The Christian 

lives as wheat among weed. 
 

Morning Praise is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins was the service 

marking the beginning of the new day. Joined to Christ our risen Lord, we glorify 

God as we rise to the activities of the new day. 

Hymn Blessed Jesus, at Your Word CW 221 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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Stand 

 
 
Come, Oh, Come Let Us Sing To The Lord  The congregation will sing the refrain and verses  

Refrain 
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Be Seated 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 18 CW 
 

 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and by deliverer;* 

 my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 
 

He reached down from on high and took hold of me;* 

 he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 
 

He brought me out into a spacious place;* 
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 he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
 

Refrain 
 

You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;* 

 my God turns my darkness into light. 
 

You save the humble* 

 but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 
 

You give me your shield of victory,* 

 and your right hand sustains me. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Second Lesson 1 Peter 4:1-8 
Living as wheat among weeds means leaving our lives of sin behind and living for the will of God with 

an eye on the coming harvest. Although righteousness and wickedness must coexist until the 

judgment, Peter reminded his readers that they had spent enough of their lives living in sin. The time 

had come for a clean break with the world. Just because we have to live in the world, doesn’t mean we 

have to be of it. Yes, this break with the world will lead to our persecution. When it happens, fix your 

eyes on the coming harvest. The end of all things is near, so live like wheat among the weeds of this 

world by loving each other deeply with that forgiving love found only in Christ. 

4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 

same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, 

they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for 

the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 

choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and 

detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, 

wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give account to him 

who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was 

preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to 

human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the 

spirit. 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you 

may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude 

of sins. (NIV) 
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Gospel  Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
God intended to have a weed-free field of wheat. From the beginning, however, the enemy thwarted 

his intentions with temptation and sin. How many Christians have seen the evil all around them and 

pondered the servants’ question, “Didn’t you sow good seed?” How many churchmen have tried to 

separate the wheat and weeds in the kingdom with rules or Pharisaical laws? Anyone who tries only 

succeeds in ruining wheat along with the weeds. They uproot the faith of the weak who fall into sin; 

they trample the faith of the strong by feeding their pride. The Lord most certainly has a plan to 

separate the wheat and weeds—just not yet. God urges his people to live with their eye on the coming 

harvest. God does not want us to try and separate wheat from weeds before then. Christ tells us to live 

as wheat among the weeds of this world and wait expectantly for the harvest when the angels will sort 

it all out: weeds to fire, and wheat to shine as the righteous sons of God in the kingdom of their Father. 
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted 

and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 

your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 

the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will 

tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; 

then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 

said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field 

is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are 

the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 

the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 

kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them 

into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then 

the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has 

ears, let them hear. (NIV) 
 

Seasonal Response  

M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what 

he has done. 
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Hymn of the Day   Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide CW 541 
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Sermon  The Christian Lives In View Of The Coming Harvest Joel 3:12-16 
The book of Joel foretells the coming of the Day of the Lord. Here in chapter 3, Joel pictures the 

judgment of the nations as a day of harvest. The day is coming when the sickle will swing and the 

harvest will begin. Can you imagine the terror that will strike the unbelieving heart when the sun is 

darkened and the moon and stars fail to shine? Can you imagine the fear when he hears the roaring 

and thundering of the LORD? Yes, we live as wheat among weeds, but the harvest is coming. When it 

does, there will be no need for God’s people to fear. He is their refuge and stronghold. 
12 “Let the nations be roused; 

    let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 

for there I will sit 

    to judge all the nations on every side. 
13 Swing the sickle, 

    for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, trample the grapes, 

    for the winepress is full 

    and the vats overflow— 

so great is their wickedness!” 

14 Multitudes, multitudes 

    in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is near 

    in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon will be darkened, 

    and the stars no longer shine. 
16 The LORD will roar from Zion 

    and thunder from Jerusalem; 

    the earth and the heavens will tremble. 

But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 

    a stronghold for the people of Israel. (NIV) 

Be Seated 

You Are God; We Praise You Te Deum  The congregation will sing the refrain and the verses 

Refrain 
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Be Seated 

Offering 

Stand  

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. 

Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and 

become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 

Prayer for Grace 

M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according 
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to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 

Blessing 

 
 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 320 

 

 

Morning Praise © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  


