8thSunday after Pentecost July 15 & 18, 2021

The Season The Sundays after Pentecost focus on how Christians live in
response to all that God has done for us. This part of the Church Year begins
with a 6 week focus on Faith.

The Sunday With this Sunday the emphasis in the readings shift. During the
past weeks the emphasis has been on the creation of faith and its preservation
in spite of the evidence of suffering and persecution that seem to contradict his
promise. With this Sunday the second cycle of the Pentecost season begins and
with it an emphasis on the response of those who believe. The response
emphasized this Sunday is: Those who have the Savior in his Word share him by
sharing the Word.

Opening Hymn How Shall They Hear the Word of God Hymn 575
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Text:

Michael A. Perry, b. 1942, alt. © 1982 Mrs. Beatrice Perry/ The Jubilate Group
(admin. Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: AUCH JETZT MACHT GOTT (86 86 88) Choralbuch fiir Volkschulen, Magdeburg, 1816.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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Our mission is to
Glorify God
as we
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around the Gospel
to help people
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in the Gospel
and

Go
with the Gospel

Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to the
basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We humbly
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good
news of forgiveness
through the life and
death of Christ. This is
the focus of our

worship.




CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in  him.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson Amos 7:10-17
False or hypocritical prophets always assume that true prophets have the same motive that they do: To earn a
living by their work. But the true prophet depends on God to keep his Word, i.e., to send opposition and to send
success when and where it pleases him. Notice, however, the love and patience and mercy of God; even when he
knows that his Word will be rejected, he sends his beloved messengers to proclaim it. The unbelieving Jeroboam
and Amaziah are without excuse. The faithful Amos has this as his reward, that he was faithful to God and his
Word, whether they would hear or not; faithfulness is its own reward. We, too, need to remind people that God is
serious about his Word whether we are or not. He paid so high a price for our salvation that the judgment is fierce
for those who trample the gift of the Savior underfoot and despise his generous offer of grace and eternal life.

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos
1s raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his
words. 11 For this is what Amos is saying:

“Jeroboam will die by the sword,
and Israel will surely go into exile,
away from their native land.”

12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn
your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13 Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel,
because this 1s the king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.”

14 Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was
a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD took me from tending
the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16 Now then, hear the word of
the LORD. You say,

“Do not prophesy against Israel,
and stop preaching against the descendants of Isaac.’

17 “Therefore this is what the LORD says:

“Your wife will become a prostitute in the city,
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and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword.
Your land will be measured and divided up,

and you yourself will die in a pagan country.
And Israel will surely go into exile,

away from their native land.”

Psalm of the Day The congregation will sing the refrain and read the verses responsively ~ Psalm 78

Refrain
0 [—

Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

M: O my people, hear my teaching;*
listen to the words of my mouth.

C: I will utter things from of old,*
what we have heard and what our fathers have told us.

M: We will not hide them from our children;*
we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD.

Refrain

M: The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob*
and established the law in Israel,

C: so the next generation would know them,*
and they in turn would tell their children.

M: Then they would put their trust in God*
and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Lesson 1 Timothy 3:1-7
While we can take no credit for the success of the gospel, we can certainly throw obstacles in its path. There is a
danger that we degenerate into a certain professionalism that ends up making the assumptions of Amaziah in the
first lesson not all that wide of the mark. There is a danger that in a godless age we see ourselves even at our
worst as better than the common herd. But God wants us to take his Word seriously before we tell others to do so.

4



Have we become so cocky, so arrogant, so self righteous and self confident that we imagine that these words are
dead letters to us and apply only to someone else. May it not be! So noble is our task, so holy our vocation! May
we not cheapen it by contempt for its solemn and saving essence!

3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 3 (If anyone does
not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) ¢ He must
not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as
the devil. 7He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into
disgrace and into the devil’s trap. (NIV)

Verse of the Day

M: Alleluia. The Word is very near you,; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may
obey it. Alleluia. (Deuteronomy 30:14 cf. NIV)

Stand
Gospel Mark 6:7-13

In the forefront of those sharing the Savior by sharing his Word are those that he has specifically called into that
office. What should we expect of them? We should expect that they are ready for some to receive and some to
reject that word. Notice that he sends them to share only what they have received; he does not give them
permission to fudge the message when many or most reject it. For Jesus does not come through false doctrine to
create or strengthen faith. It is in faithfulness to the message and reliance on his promise that repentance is
worked which both confesses sin and rejoices in absolution.
7Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them
authority over impure spirits.
8 These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no
bag, no money in your belts. ® Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 1 Whenever you enter a
house, stay there until you leave that town. 11 And if any place will not welcome you or
listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”
12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many
demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be Seated



Hymn of the Day

The Son of God, Our Christ Hymn 525
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Text:

Edward M. Blumenfeld, b. 1927, alt. © 1957. Renewed 1984 by The Hymn Society

(admin. Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: SURSUM CORDA (10 10 10 10) Alfred M. Smith, 1879-1971. © 1990 Historic Church of the Ascension,
Atlantic City, NJ. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

Psalm 78

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

Be Seated



Hymn Send Forth, O Lord, to Every Place Hymn 572:1,5
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Text: Mary C. Gates, 18421905, abr., alt.
Tune: ISLEWORTH (888 6) Samuel Howard, 1710-82.
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