1st Sunday of End Time: Reformation October 28 & 31, 2021

The Season The Season of End Time brings the Church Year to a close. During
this season we focus on Reformation, Last Judgment, Saints Triumphant, and
Christ the King. This year during the season we will focus on The Word of God!

The Sunday On Reformation we give thanks we have been rescued from the
false ways of salvation that could only lead us to ruin and doom. We owe God
thanks for that rescue accomplished by his grace alone, on account of Christ’s
merit alone, and through the means of grace alone. At the same time we
remember that apart from commitment to his Word, grace can be lost and with
it the saving faith created through the Word in the one and only Savior.
Therefore let us hear the Word of the Lord! Prompted by his grace let us
recommit ourselves to purity of doctrine that comes alone from the Word, and
to a life that reflects our devotion to the Savior who gives himself for us and
then to us in his pure Word and sacraments. The Word of God! It is the Core of
Christianity!

Opening Hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Hymn 203
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite.
Tune: ERHALT UNS, HERR (LM) Klug, Geistliche Lieder zu Wittemberg, Wittenberg, 1543, alt.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to the
basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We humbly
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good
news of forgiveness
through the life and
death of Christ. This is
the focus of our
worship.




CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and
take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in  him.

Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in
all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the
Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Be Seated

THE WORD
Choir Sure Foundation (Sunday)
First Lesson Daniel 3:16-28

“The God we serve is able to save us from *the fiery furnace+...But even if he does not, we want you
to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up!” Luther could
have chosen these words for his motto. They as well could serve as the motto for the faithful in every
generation who would rather die than give up a single word, from the Word of God. So great is the love
of God for the truth that he leaves no age without martyrs to it! May we be counted worthy to be their
heirs when the time comes for us to join them!

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we
do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into
the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will
deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to
know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold
you have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times
hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to
tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing
furnace. 2! So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes,
were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so
urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took



up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into
the blazing furnace.

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his
advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and
shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come
out! Come here!”

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps,
prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the
fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes
were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him
and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day We will sing the refrain and read the verses Psalm 46
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the God of Ja-cob is our for - tress.

God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in frouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

Refrain



There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God will help her at break of day.

“Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson Revelation 14:6-7
This standard Reformation lesson (used at Luther’s funeral) extols both the grace of God and the true
glory of the preaching ministry. For it is God alone who preserves his Word from the destructive wiles
of the devil and wicked men on earth. Grab at it and drag it down though they will, God still holds his
Word aloft as a saving breath of the Spirit wafting down on those who hear it. It is the great glory of the
preaching ministry that the saving message which ascribes all glory to God is likewise preserved from
age to age. Where God receives all the glory for our salvation, we need not dread what men may do,
nor even the judgment of God himself. May he by his grace preserve us faithful to his Reformation
message and ministry!

6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and
people. "He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of
his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and
the springs of water.” (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31, 32)

Stand



Gospel Mark 13:5-11
It should not be a surprise to us that error runs rampant through the world and that both nature and
nations are so often in chaos. For that is exactly what our Savior has foretold. Each error, each natural
disaster, each country in turmoil should drive us to cling all the more tenaciously to his Word by which
alone we are saved in the hour of judgment. For without his pure Word there is only faithless error,
fear and torment, and finally a total separation from grace on the Day of Judgment. To retain that
Word in all of its truth and purity as the anchor which holds us and the rock on which we find refuge in
the storms that threaten destruction, and then to share it, those are the goals of true children of the
Reformation. For the very heart and soul of that Word is Christ, the incarnate anchor and rock of our
salvation.

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. ¢ Many will come in
my name, claiming, ‘I am he,” and will deceive many. ?When you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come. & Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.

9“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and
flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and
kings as witnesses to them. 19 And the gospel must first be preached to all
nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand
about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you

speaking, but the Holy Spirit. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be Seated



Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Hymn 200
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite.
Tune: EIN FESTE BURG (87 87 55 56 7) Martin Luther, 1483—-1546.



Sermon You Must Be On Your Guard Mark 13:5-11

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

M:

C:
M:

Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your
ongoing work of reformation in your Church.

Lord, to you alone be glory.

God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as
our substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair.

For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory.

By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful
gospel rescued us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and
living God.

For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory.

By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired
Scriptures, through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation.



By the Scriptures you overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your
teachings and restored to your church the message of salvation by grace alone.

C: For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M: In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like
sheep living among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us
from false teachers who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing.

C: For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We
lack only the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible
study.

C: For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our
prayer, O Lord.

M: As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your
Church, we also celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word
and sacrament.

C: For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord.

M: We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have
passed down to us your Word of Truth.

C: For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church
through the Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.

C: Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen.

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated
Hymn God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage Hymn 293
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925.
Tune: REUTER (87 87 66 66 7) Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924.
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