4th Sunday in Lent March 27, 2022

The Season Lent is a season of repentance and renewal. We see ourselves for what
we are: sinners who caused the death of Christ. We also see our Savior for what he
is: The Messiah who did all these things willing because he loves all!

The Sunday The repentant sinner rejoices at being found in the loving embrace of the
Father’s full, free, and “foolish” forgiveness. Marks of the Messiah: He points us to
God’s lavish love.

Gathering Rite on the Word
God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and mutual encouragement.
This alternate beginning reminds God’s people of the blessings of his Word.

Stand

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

Introduction to the hymn.

Bless-ed Je - sus, at  your Word We are gath-ered all to
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and
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Drawn from earth  to love  you sole - Iy.
M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103)
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We acknowledge our
sin and rejoice in the
good news of
forgiveness through
the life and death of
Christ. This is the focus
of our worship.




All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep-est dark-ness
Till your Spir - it breaks our night With the beams of truth on-
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness,

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17)

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For
this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures
testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all
your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost, Praise to you and ad - o-
Grant that we your Word may trust, Con - fi - dent of our sal-
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Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we
ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson Judges 10:6-16
This preamble to the account of Jepthah is representative of all the cycles of conflict and faith throughout the
book of Judges. Once again, Israel has turned from the Lord to idolatry. Once again the Lord has allowed the
scourge of a foreign nation to discipline the Israelites in their apostasy. To their desperate pleas and fruits of
repentance the Lord responds with rescue. On this Sunday we notice the foolishness of God’s grace In saving
Israel, and ultimately in saving us. It's foolishness, and thank God it is!

6 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD. They served the Baals and the
Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the
Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And because the Israelites forsook the LORD

and no longer served him, 7 he became angry with them. He sold them into the hands of
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the Philistines and the Ammonites, 8 who that year shattered and crushed them. For
eighteen years they oppressed all the Israelites on the east side of the Jordan in Gilead,
the land of the Amorites. 9 The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to fight against
Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim; Israel was in great distress. 19 Then the Israelites cried
out to the LORD, “We have sinned against you, forsaking our God and serving the Baals.”

11The LORD replied, “When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the
Philistines, 12 the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maoniteslal oppressed you and you
cried to me for help, did I not save you from their hands? 13 But you have forsaken me
and served other gods, so I will no longer save you. 14 Go and cry out to the gods you have
chosen. Let them save you when you are in trouble!”

15 But the Israelites said to the LORD, “We have sinned. Do with us whatever you
think best, but please rescue us now.” 16 Then they got rid of the foreign gods among
them and served the LORD. And he could bear Israel’s misery no longer. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day We will sing the refrain and read the verses. Psalm 115
A Refrain
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Not un-to  us, O Lord,but to your name be the glo - ry.

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and faithfulness.
Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him,

The LokD remembers us and will bless us:
He will bless the house of Israel,
he will bless those who fear the LORD—
small and great alike.

Refrain

May the LoRD make you increase,
both you and your children.
May you be blessed by the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

The highest heavens belong to the LORD,
but the earth he has given to man.
It is not the dead who praise the LORD,
it is we who extol the LORD, both now and forevermore.

and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+10%3A6-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6824a

Second Lesson James 4:7-10
The heart weighed down by sin returns to the Lord in humble submission. The joy of forgiveness is always
preceded by contrition and repentance. How amazing that when we humble ourselves before the Lord, God will lift
us up. Look at the Gospel to see how God describes his love for sinners like us. Rejoice! How quickly the Father
comes to us with the uplifting assurance of forgiveness in Christ Jesus!

7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come
near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. ? Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift

you up. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Stand
M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 15.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord.

Gospel Luke 15:1-3,11a-32
The greatest comfort for the repentant heart is the full and free forgiveness, the love and welcome of the Father.
Even though our sin should separate us from the family of God, he welcomes us back into the family with the full
rights sons. To the self-righteous, this seems foolish, even offensive. But for the loving Father this is cause for
celebration.

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided
his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in
need. 13 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one gave him anything.

17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 191 am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he
got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
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21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened
calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I've been slaving
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so 1
could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!

31“My son,” the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated
Hymn of the Day Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 304:1-3
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for all  who grieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
ble  hearts be - lieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
that they may live— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. composite.
Tune: MEINEN JESUM LASS ICH NICHT (78 78 77) Neu-verfertigtes Darmstddtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt,
1699, alt.

Sermon Luke 15:1-3,11a-32
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

THE SACRAMENT

Preface
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.



M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who willingly died under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live
forever in the light of God’s blessing. Therefore with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
1. O holy, holy, holy 2. Hosanna in the highest!

Lord God of pow’r and might, How truly blest is he

Your glory, earth and heaven Who in God’s name is coming
In countless ways recite. To set his people free!

Hosanna! Come and save us, He comes to bring salvation
Lord God of hosts on high, And with his blood outpoured,

And in your grace and mercy Deliver us from bondage—
Receive our fervent cry. Hosanna, mighty Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in
glory everlasting.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
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Be seated

John 1:29



Communion Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we
practice close communion. All WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please
speak with the pastor or an elder before communing.

Distribution
Junior Choir Someone Special (8:00)
Stand
Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis (sung) Luke 2:29-32
1 O Lord, now let your servant 2 All glory to the Father,
Depart in peace, assured: All glory to the Son,
For I have seen your promised All glory to the Spirit,
incarnate, saving Word— Forever three in one;
A Light that will enlighten For as in the beginning,
All gloom where Gentiles dwell,; Is now, shall ever be,
The brilliant, crowning glory God’s triune name resounding
Of those in Israel! Through all eternity.

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have
given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be seated

10




Hymn By Grace I'm Saved CW 384:4
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Text:  Christian L. Scheidt, 1709-61, abr.; tr. composite.
Tune: O DASS ICH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HATTE (DRETZEL) (98 98 88) Comelius H. Dretzel, 1697-1775, alt.

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297

11



