6% Sunday after Pentecost July 14 &17, 2022

The Season The Sundays after Pentecost focus on how Christians live in response to
all that God has done for us. Our series now focuses on: The Believer Follows Christ

The Sunday Following Christ calls for total commitment. The life of faith walks in lock
step with the will of God and does not following the meandering ways of this world.
Our Prayer of the Day says it well, “Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving
you above all things, we may obtain your promises...” and our Verse of the Day aptly
summarizes the Sunday: Followers of Christ understand the call for total
commitment.

Opening Hymn Jesus Calls Us O'er the Tumult CW 463
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Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: STUTTGART (87 87) Christian FE. Witt, 1660-1716, alt.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
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and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his
mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See
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Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson Jonah 3:3-4:4
Jonah could best be described as the Lord’s reluctant prophet. Jonah thought he could outmaneuver God, but a
fish spit him back into line with the Lord’s will. He preached the Word and to his dismay saw enemy of Israel in the
dust and ashes of repentance. Jonah would rather have died than seen the mercy of the Lord showered upon
them. He was unwilling to commit to God’s will and leave behind his hatred and prejudice. God calls Jonah to
leave them behind and instead follow him on the path of mercy and forgiveness.

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very
large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey
into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The
Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the
least, put on sackcloth.

6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took
off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the
proclamation he issued in Nineveh:

“By the decree of the king and his nobles:

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or
drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 2 Who knows?
God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will
not perish.”

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the
LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to
forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God,
slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now,
LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”

4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” (NIV)

Psalm of the Day Psalm 62 CW



Refrain

The might-y Lord is with us; the God of Ja-cob isour for-tress.

Psalm tone ”

My soul finds rest in God alone;*
my salvation comes from him.

He alone is my rock and my salvation;*
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;*
my hope comes from him.

Refrain

Though your riches increase,*
do not set your heart on them.

My salvation and my honor depend on God;*
he is my mighty rock, my refuge.

Trust in him at all times, O people;*
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 11:21b-30
How easy it would have been for Paul to give up the Way to return to the way of the world! Yet by grace, through
faith, Paul continued to follow Christ. Even in the face of a host of dangers and hardships he did not look back.
Every Christian is called to similarly follow Christ with unswerving devotion.

Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to
boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am 1. Are they
Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind
to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more
frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.
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24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was
beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent
a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in
danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger
from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. 271 have labored and toiled and have often gone without
sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been
cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all
the churches. 22 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not
inwardly burn?

30 If T must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. Alleluia. (Mark 8:34b)

Stand
Gospel Luke 9:51-62

Following Christ leaves no room for vengeance, self-preservation or wrong priorities. So many want to follow
Jesus, but only if a life of faith can be lived as much of the world as in the world. Breathless excitement wasn’t
enough; cultural conventions weren’t enough; not even seemingly loving acts were enough to change Jesus’
claim: Following Christ is all or nothing—it calls for total commitment.

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out
for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village
to get things ready for him; 33 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was
heading for Jerusalem. 3¢ When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy themlal?” 55 But Jesus
turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.”

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lay his head.”

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.”

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say
goodbye to my family.”

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God.” (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-62&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25356a

Be Seated

Hymn of the Day
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 17931847, abr., alt.
Tune: HyFRYDOL (87 87 D) Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87.

Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 465



Sermon 2 Corinthians 11:21b-30
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated



Hymn O Christ, Who Called the Twelve CWS 770:1
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This hymn leads us ro consider the cast of discipleship and 10 pray for Jesus’ guidance and strengrth
to fulfill his witl.

Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle Ir., 19232007 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: TERRA BEATA (66 86 66 86) English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930
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