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6th Sunday of Easter May 11 & 14, 2023 
 

The Season After forty days of repentance, the Church bursts forth in praise during Easter. 

Easter is the oldest festival and season celebrated by the worshipping Church. For a full week-of-

weeks (49 days) the Church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on the Sundays of Easter which 

culminate on the 50th day, Pentecost. The Redeemer Lives! 
 

The Sunday The love of God who lives in us leads to a life of obedience. Jesus’ promise of 

another Counselor is a loaded one: the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to do what Jesus asks. This 

Sunday’s lessons teach that love for our risen Lord means obedience to his commands. Only 

Jesus’ promises make that possible. The Redeemer lives to call me to live for him. 
 

Opening Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus CW 169 

 
 

Stand 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We 

thank God that you 

have joined us at 

worship today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the 

service in the 

basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He 

is present among us 

in a special way 

through his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

C: Amen 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 

that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 

according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

Grades 3-4 Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways (8:00) Strength for Tomorrow, Grace for Today (10:30) 
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First Lesson: Genesis 4:1-16 
Cain showed that mere obedience does not please God, but only the obedience that flows from faith and love. 

Abel lived in the blessedness of forgiveness, and not even his brother’s murderous actions could take away that 

true Life. 

4 Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She 

said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his 

brother Abel. 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of 

the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions 

from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but 

on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was 

downcast. 
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do 

what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your 

door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, 

Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 
9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 

ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to 

receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield 

its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are driving 

me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the 

earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times 

over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So 

Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 66 CW 

 

 
Shout with joy to God, all the earth!* 

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 
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Praise our God, O peoples,* 

let the sound of his praise be heard. 
 

He has preserved our lives* 

and kept our feet from slipping. 
 

Refrain 
 

Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 

let me tell you what he has done for me. 
 

If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 

the Lord would not have listened; 
 

but God has surely listened* 

and heard my voice in prayer. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 
 

Second Lesson 1 John 3:13-18 
Love means obedience to God. Christians are to be the antithesis of Cain: we lay down our lives for our brothers, 

not just in word, but in every daily deed. We do it because we now have that life once lost, but now regained by 

our living Savior. We have passed from death to life. 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we 

have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in 

death. 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 

eternal life residing in him. 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!  

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

M: If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to 

him and make our home with him. Alleluia. (John 14:23) 

Stand 

Gospel  John 14:15-21 
Jesus is life, that state of blessed holiness and perfect righteousness and communion with God. Man had lost 

that life in Adam’s fall, and sin and death rushed in. The Son of God, the Life, came to bring it back. Because he is 

alive, we, too, will live in blessedness and holiness forever. We are children who will never be orphaned, but 
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rather will be comforted, counseled, and kept forever. What is our response? Life lived as God intended—a life 

that treasures our Lord, his Word, and obedience to both! 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 

accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 

and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 

will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you 

will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my 

commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my 

Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 

Hymn  Glorious in Majesty CW 496 
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Sermon  The Redeemer Lives To Call Us To Live For Him John 14:15-21 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be Seated 

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 

Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 
 

Be Seated 
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Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close communion. 

WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor before communing. If 

you would like to learn more about communing with us in the future, please contact pastor.  
 

Distribution  
 

Distribution Hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 377 
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Stand 
 

Thank The Lord  

 

 
 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may long for 

his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of 

your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



11 

 

C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Closing Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing CW 332:1 
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