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4th Sunday of End Time: Christ the King November 26, 2023 
The Season The focus of the season is fulfillment of Christ’s promises and encouragement for 

the Church of the End Times. We live in the last age of this earth, and in this season, Jesus 

wants us to remember his promise, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  
  

The Sunday Lord, keep us joyful in Christ our King! On this last Sunday of the Church Year, we 

rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s plan for our salvation through Christ our King. And we rejoice 

because our Christ our King reigns—the king who once came as a sacrifice; the king who still 

shepherds us day by day; the king who one day will conquer all our enemies. Rejoice in his 

reign and look forward to the day when every knee will bow with us before the King of kings and 

Lord of lords! 
 

Opening Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns Hymn 341 

 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for 

the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 

prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

C: Amen 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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O Lord, Our Lord  
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill 

our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature 

in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your 

unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 
 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 34:11-16,23,24 
God expected his kings to gently lead his people by their godly words and actions. Instead, they exploited the 

people for their own purposes. It was time for God to intervene. He would tend his flock in their best interests. 

Since, David had been dead for almost four centuries, this is a prophecy of the Son of David, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who would be the perfect Shepherd-King. 

11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and 

look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, 

so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were 

scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and 

gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will 

pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in 

the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will 

be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will 

feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and 

have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring 

back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and 

the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. 
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23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he 

will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and my servant 

David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken. (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 47 

 
Clap your hands, all you nations;* 

shout to God with cries of joy. 
 

How awesome is the LORD Most High,* 

the great King over all the earth! 
 

God reigns over the nations;* 

God is seated on his holy throne. 
 

Refrain 
 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,* 

the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;* 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 

For God is the King of all the earth;* 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
Christ's bodily resurrection from the dead is the guarantee that we will rise after him to be with him as he reigns 

over all things. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 

also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 

each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 
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24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he 

has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has 

put everything under his feet.”[Psalm 8:6] Now when it says that “everything” has been put 

under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under 

Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 

put everything under him, so that God may be all in all. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:13) 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel  Matthew 27:27-31 
Never was pagan mockery more prophetic! Jesus is indeed the King of the Jews. He is the King of kings. 

Unlike other kings, our Savior is a King who conquers by allowing himself to be conquered. 

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 

whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 

him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a 

staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of 

the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head 

again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day The Head that Once Was Crowned Hymn 217:1-5 
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Sermon   Matthew 27:27-31 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 

 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age 

and gives us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and 

honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 
 

Be Seated 
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Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and warns us against the dangers of not 

understanding what communion is, we practice close communion. WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, 

please speak with the pastor before communing. If you would like to learn more about communing with us in the future, please 

contact pastor.  

 

Distribution  

 

Distribution Hymn  This Is the Feast of Victory Hymn 265 
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Stand 

 

Thank The Lord  

 
 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your 

Son, may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 

and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 
Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See Hymn 219 

 
 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
 

Psalm 47 
Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 


