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2nd Sunday after Epiphany January 18 & 21, 2024 
 

From Jordan’s Shore to Mountain’s Glory: Committed to a Lofty Charge 

To whom does the work of salvation belong? Simple question. There is only one Savior. 

Yet he gives our lives a profound meaning and eternal purpose, by sharing his work with 

us. He calls us not just to be followers, but to be follower-makers. Jesus asks some—

pastors, missionaries, teachers—to do this full time. But ultimately Jesus asks all believers 

to serve as his ambassadors, sharing the gospel with whomever he brings into our sphere 

of influence. This lofty charge requires commitment—a willingness to abandon everything 

else should faithfulness require it. This is the life-changing revelation for this week. Jesus 

has committed us to a lofty charge: the privilege to play a role in his saving work.   
 

Hymn Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CW 376 

 

 

Stand 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Oh, Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with 

authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good 

news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

First Lesson Jonah 3:1-5,10 
The reluctant Jonah had been given the lofty charge of proclaiming a message from the LORD to the 

people of Nineveh. 
1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city 

of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 

very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s 

journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 

overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, 

from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 37 CWS 

 
Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
Christ has committed to us, as his ambassadors, the message of reconciliation.  
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14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer 

live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. (EHV) 
 

Verse of the Day (Thursday & Sunday 10:30 am)    

M: Alleluia.  Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching, and healing every 

disease.  Alleluia.  (Matthew 4:23 cf. NIV) 

 

Choir (Sunday 8:00 am)                    Follow Me
(Refrain) Follow me, follow me.  Come and 

follow.  You will see. 

 I will make you fishers, fishers of men.  

 

1 We stand and we watch on the bank, wide-

eyed. 

Water runs and all heaven opens wide, 

    and a voice like thunder replies. (Refrain) 

2 Jesus comes to us in this place with good 

news our hearts should embrace. 

He calls to you, he calls to me, “Will you drop 

your nets and come?” (Refrain)  

 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel   Mark 1:14-20 
When Jesus gave Simon and Andrew the lofty charge of fishing for people, they left everything else behind. 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent and believe the good news!” 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow 

me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their 

nets and followed him. 
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

(NIV) 

by Julia Simon 
2009 Augsburg Fortress 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899b
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day  I Hear the Savior Calling CW 560 

 
Sermon   2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
 

Stand 
Pastor David Ruddat 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be Seated 
 

Offering 
 

Stand  
 

Prayer of the Church   
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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C: Amen 
 

Be Seated 
 

Closing Hymn         Come Follow Me CW 453 
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