
January 25 & 28, 2024 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 

From Jordan’s Shore to Mountain’s Glory: 

Absolute Authority 
 

 

 

Authority is the power to determine what happens, the ability to give 

direction or even commands. Authority is limited. Authority is limited in 

duration. Parents have authority over their children until they grow up and 

move out. Authority is limited in scope. A governor has authority over the 

people of his state only, not the neighboring state. Authority is limited by 

levels. A manager has authority over employees unless the company owner—

a higher authority—demotes him. Authority is limited in duration and scope. It 

is limited by higher levels of authority. 
 

This week we see that there is one man—only one!—who has absolute 

authority. There is no one, not even the demons, who is outside his authority. 

As the Son of God there is no higher authority than Jesus. And his authority 

is everlasting. But here is the best part of this epiphany: Jesus graciously 

uses his absolute authority for our benefit and blessing. 

 

 
 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and 

warns us against the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice 

close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world 

who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, 

please contact pastor.  

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn Speak O Lord CWS 735 
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Stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Glory Be To God (sung) 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often 

stumble and fall.  Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all 

temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

Grades 1-2 (Sunday 8:00 am)                                     There Is Power In The Name Of Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Moses prophesies that the LORD would raise up another prophet who would speak with all the authority of God 

himself. 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 

your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD 

your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice 

of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 

There is healing in the name of Jesus, 

 There is healing in the name of Jesus, 

 There is healing in the name of Jesus, 

There is healing in that wonderful name. 

 

There is power in the name of Jesus, 

There is power in the name of Jesus, 

 There is power in the name of Jesus, 

There is power in that wonderful name.   

 
 

by Arnold Manke    1986 New Spring Publishing (adm. by Brentwood-Benson Music Pub.) 

There is power in the name of Jesus,  

There is power in the name of Jesus, 

 There is power in the name of Jesus, 

There is power in that wonderful name.   

 

There is glory in the name of Jesus, 

 There is glory in the name of Jesus, 

 There is glory in the name of Jesus, 

There is glory in that wonderful name. 
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17 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet 

like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He 

will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to account anyone who 

does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who 

presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who 

speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.” (NIV) 

 

Psalm of the Day     Psalm 1 

 

Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 

or stand in the way of sinners. 
 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season* 

and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers. 
 

Refrain 
 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 
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Second Lesson Hebrews 3:1-6 
As great as Moses was, Jesus is worthy of infinitely greater honor. For only Jesus has absolute authority.   

1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix 

your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He 

was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s 

house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the 

builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built 

by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant 

in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 
6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed 

we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. (NIV) 

 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news. 

Alleluia. (Luke 4:18a cf. NIV) 
 

 

 

Stand 
 

 

Gospel  Mark 1:21-28 
Jesus demonstrates absolute authority. Even his enemies, the demons, have to obey him. 

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 

synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because 

he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just 

then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 
24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook 

the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A 

new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they 

obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. (NIV) 
 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day  Rise, Shine, You People CW 556 
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Sermon  Hebrews 3:1-6 
 

Stand 
 

Create in Me 
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Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 

and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 353 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Stand 

 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn Jesus Paid It All CW21 562 

 

 

 

 
Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1820–1889 
Tune: John T. Grape, 1835–1915 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 
Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

Pastor James Enderle mobile: 949-1038; email: james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow  864-7584;       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Kurt Heling (920) 378-4716;                  KHQH@new.rr.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel  (262) 353-2859;              jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Katie Muchka, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer  864-7427 Abbey Ossmann   203-8627 

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff    470-7334 

Church and School Office: 864-2349 Church and Parsonage: 864-2348 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service Appleton (WELS counseling) 

Kathleen Jasman 731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling) 

Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


