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1st Sunday in Lent February 18, 2024 
 

Rethinking Religion: Rethinking Trials, Tests, and Temptations 

“If God loves us, why doesn’t he remove all the trials and tests and temptations that 

we face?” That question demonstrates the religious assumption that those things are 

bad. They aren’t. In the hands of a loving God, they are tools by which he refines our 

faith. He uses tests as a way to compel us to be less self-reliant, and instead trust in 

his strength. He uses trials to teach us that this broken world is not our true home. 

God even takes Satan’s temptations and uses them for our good.  

Trials, tests, and temptations are not exceptions to God’s love. That’s a false 

assumption! These are examples of God’s love. Proof is that God allowed his beloved 

Son Jesus to face trials and temptations, so that he might be our perfect savior and 

substitute. 

 

Opening Hymn         The Lamb CWS 714 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children 

need to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the 

focus of our worship. 
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Stand 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Oh, Taste and See 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our 

ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in 

your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen 
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Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Genesis 22:1-18 
God gives Abraham a test which will demonstrate who Abraham loves and trusts most. 

22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the 

region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two 

of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he 

set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 

the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and 

the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 

himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up 

and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 

And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there 

and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 

wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of 

the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that 

you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 

over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham 

called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the 

LORD it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I 

swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous 

as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth 

will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 25 CW 

 

 
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,* 

for they are from of old. 
 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;* 

according to your love remember me, 

for you are good, O LORD. 
 

Refrain 
 

Turn to me and be gracious to me,* 

for I am lonely and afflicted. 
 

Look upon my affliction and my distress* 

and take away all my sins. 
 

Guard my life and rescue me,* 

for I take refuge in you. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

Second Lesson Romans 8:31-39 
The proof of God’s love is not that he removes all our trouble. The proof of God’s love is that he gave us his Son. If 

he did that, nothing can separate us from God’s love. 

31 What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not 

also graciously give us all things along with him? 
33 Who will bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies! 34 Who 

is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, more than that, was raised to life, is 

the one who is at God’s right hand and who is also interceding for us! 35 What will separate 
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us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or 

danger or sword? 36 Just as it is written: 

For your sake we are being put to death all day long. 

We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. [Psalm 44:22]  
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither 

things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. (EHV)  

 

Verse of the Day Small Choir v 1-2, Congregation v 3    CW21 833 I Run to Christ 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 



7 

 

Stand 
 

Gospel  Mark 1:12-15 
Sometimes we fail to stand firm in trial or temptation. But by grace the kingdom of God is still ours because Jesus, 

as our substitute, perfectly overcame all of Satan’s temptations.   

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness 

forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended 

him. 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 

believe the good news!”(NIV) 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day A Might Fortress Is Our God CW 200 
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Sermon  Romans 8:31-39 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be Seated 
 

Offering 

 

Pastor David Ruddat 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should give 

what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church   
M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and 

death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep 

our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people 

who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all 

who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically 

ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, 

those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a 

heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and 

friend, their comfort and hope. 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and 

nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the 

hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary 

in doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to 

the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen.     © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
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Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn  If God Himself Be for Me CW 419:1,4-5 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  

 
 


