
February 25, 2024 
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Rethinking Suffering Under the Cross 

 
 

 

We know that the cross was an instrument of torture and execution. 

However, Scripture also uses the term “cross” to refer to any suffering that 

one endures because he is believer: the painful denial of the desires of the 

flesh; ridicule and persecution from unbelievers; etc. This is one reason 

people reject religion. They see Christians struggling in life with these 

crosses, while non-Christians often seem perfectly happy. Even the prophet 

Jeremiah asked, “Why do all the faithless live at ease?” (12:1).   
 

Today, Jesus asks us to rethink suffering under the cross. It is not pointless 

pain. Our crosses are not how we pay for sin. Jesus already did that on his 

cross. Our crosses are not redemptive, but they are constructive. Any 

suffering unbelievers face is only bad, a foretaste of worse to come. But the 

suffering believers face under the cross is only good, a way Christ connects 

us tightly to himself with fire-tested faith.   

 

 
 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and 

warns us against the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice 

close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world 

who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, 

please contact pastor.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 465 
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Stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

Glory Be To God (sung) 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep 

us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body 

and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

Choir (10:30 am)                                              Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW21 867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Job 1:13-22 
Job is given a heavy cross, but it does not crush his faith. Instead, God uses Job’s cross to move Job to worship 

and praise the LORD. 

13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the 

oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing 

and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and made off with 

them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell 

you!” 
16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God 

fell from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one 

who has escaped to tell you!” 
17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 

Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and made off 

with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped 

to tell you!” 

3 Should persecution rage and flame, 

still trust in your Redeemer’s name. 

In fiery trials you shall see 

that as your days your strength shall be.  

 Refrain 

 

4 When called to bear your weighty cross, 

or sore affliction, pain, or loss, 

or deep distress, or poverty, 

still as your days your strength shall be. 

Refrain 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (Ref): Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Text: © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

1 Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near, 

your Savior’s gracious promise hear; 

his faithful Word you can believe, 

that as your days your strength shall be. 

 

2 Your faith is weak, your foes are strong, 

and if the conflict should be long, 

the Lord will make the tempter flee, 

that as your days your strength shall be. 

 

(Refrain) So, sing with joy, afflicted one; 

the battle’s fierce, but the vict’ry’s won! 

God shall supply all that you need; 

yes, as your days your strength shall be. 
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18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons 

and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when 

suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the 

house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped 

to tell you!” 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the 

ground in worship 21 and said: 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

    and naked I will depart.  

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; 

    may the name of the Lord be praised.” 
22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. (NIV) 

 

Psalm of the Day     Psalm 22 CW 

 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?* 

Why are you so far from saving me? 
 

I am a worm and not a man,* 

scorned by men and despised by the people. 
 

All who see me mock me;* 

they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
 

 “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.* 

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
 

Refrain 
 

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks  

to the roof of my mouth;* 

you lay me in the dust of death. 
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A band of evil men has encircled me,* 

they have pierced my hands and my feet. 
 

They divide my garments among them* 

and cast lots for my clothing. 
 

But you, O LORD, be not far off;* 

O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 5:1-11 
 St. Paul teaches that God works through our suffering to shape our Christian character and to lead us to cling to 

Christ’s gracious promises. 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into 

this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 

God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 

the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 

person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for 

us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 

saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we 

were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 

reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also 

boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

(Philippians 2:8b NIV) 
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Stand 
 

 

Gospel  Mark 8:31-38 
Jesus teaches of the absolute necessity of the cross, both his and ours. 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 

law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke 

plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 

behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 

merely human concerns.” 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life 

for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 

soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s 

glory with the holy angels.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
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Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day  What Wondrous Love is This CW 120 
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Sermon  Romans 5:1-11 
 

Stand 
 

Create in Me 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church   
 

 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn Chief of Sinners Though I Be CW 385 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Stand 

 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 



16 

 

 

Hymn Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke CW 453:1,4-5 
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