
4th Sunday in Lent March 10, 2024 
 

Rethinking the Solution to Sin While not every religion uses the word “sin,” they all embrace the 

concept. Every religion acknowledges that mankind’s flawed attitudes or misguided actions are a 

source of pain, both now and potentially in eternity. So, every religion offers a solution: a set of 

laws, a moral code, a path to more enlightened behavior. What do they have in common? We are 

to solve sin through human effort. Be better! Try harder! This is the heart of every false religion. 

Those who correctly understand they will never overcome their sin are crushed by guilt. Those who 

ludicrously believe they have defeated their sin are killed by pride.  

 

True religion offers a better way—one that frees us from guilt and has no room for pride. Jesus 

teaches that the solution to our sin is not to work harder. It is to trust in the work he has done for 

us. Salvation comes through Spirit-wrought faith in Christ. 

 
 

Hymn:          Baptized in Water CW 297 

 
 

Sunday 8:00 continues on p. 4. Sunday 10:30 continues below. 

 

Remain Seated 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From 

our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 

in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving 

his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness 

and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall 

what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily 

sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 

death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before God 

in righteousness and purity forever. 

M: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

M: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have 

brought this child to be baptized. Jesus told us, “Let the little children come to me 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in 

baptism that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy and peace to little children. 

By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 
 

 Receive the sign of the cross from the head to the heart to mark you as a redeemed 

child of Christ. 
 

 Elsie Helen Laabs, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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 The almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By 

your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. 

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. 

Peace be with you. 
 

Stand 
 

EXHORTATION 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
  

 Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. 

Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist 

in whatever manner possible so that Elsie may remain a child of God until death. 

If you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives 

me strength. 
 

C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 

M: Let us pray: 

 Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you 

offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Help us to regard our 

baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look 

with special favor on Elsie and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she 

may grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our 

responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come 

to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 
 

C: Amen 

 
Worship continues with the Prayer and Praise “By Grace I’m Saved” at the top of page 5. 
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8:00 worship continues here. 

 

Stand 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Hymn By Grace I’m Saved CW 384:1-2 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we 

ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 

First Lesson Numbers 21:4-9 
The LORD promised a solution for the bite of venomous snakes. That solution perhaps seemed nonsensical. Yet, 

all those who trusted God’s promise lived. 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. 

But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, 

and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is 

no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 

Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 

the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 
8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. 

Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 

(NIV) 

 

Psalm of the Day     Psalm 32 CW 

 
 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,* 

whose sins are covered. 

 

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;* 

my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 

 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you* 

and did not cover up my iniquity. 

 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”* 

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
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Refrain 

 

You are my hiding place;* 

you will protect me from trouble. 

 

Many are the woes of the wicked,* 

but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him. 

 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson Ephesians 2:1-10 
God’s solution to sin is offered by grace and received through faith. 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used 

to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also 

lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following 

its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we 

are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do. (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233a
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Verse of the Day 

Junior Choir (10:30 am)                                                                      John 3:16  

 

 

 

 

 

 
(8:00 am)                                               
M: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
 

Stand 

 

Gospel  John 3:14-21 
Christ is the solution to sin. Whoever believes in Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. 

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is 

the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 

come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the 

truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has 

been done in the sight of God. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

Our God loves us,  

So He gave us,  

Our God gave us J-E-S-U-S.   

Our God loves us,  

So He gave us everlasting life.    

 

 

 
 

By Ernie Rettino and Debbie Kerner Rettino Copyright 1987 and this arrangement 1988 Rettino/Kerner Publishing  Admin. By Maranatha! Music 

 

For God so loved the world  

He gave His only Son 

That whosoever would believe in Him 

Should not perish but would have everlasting life.   
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day God Loved the World So that He Gave CW 391:1-5  

 

Sermon The Message of the Cross 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

 

Create in Me 

Pastor John Jordan 
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Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 
 

 

Words of Institution 
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M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution Hymn The Lamb CWS 714 
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THANKSGIVING 
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Stand 

 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

Hymn How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW21 523 
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: A-725297 no. A-725297 

 
 
 

Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
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 Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

Pastor James Enderle mobile: 949-1038; email: james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow  864-7584;       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Kurt Heling (920) 378-4716;                  KHQH@new.rr.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel  (262) 353-2859;              jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Katie Muchka, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer  864-7427 Abbey Ossmann   203-8627 

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff    470-7334 

Church and School Office: 864-2349 Church and Parsonage: 864-2348 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service Appleton (WELS counseling) 

Kathleen Jasman 731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling) 

Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


