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 March 17, 2024 
5th Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rethinking Devoted Commitment 
 

 

 

Religious sociologists sometimes divide Christians into two groups: 

committed Christians and cultural Christians. The former are usually defined 

as those who are active in a congregation, who pray regularly, who read 

Scripture, etc. The latter are those individuals who call themselves Christian 

and perhaps have some Christian beliefs. Yet, they do not strive to live a 

Christian life. They are not interested in church involvement.  
 

Those definitions are interesting when trying to understand shifts in 

American Christianity. However, they demonstrate a false assumption about 

the Christian religion. There is indeed a devoted commitment at the center 

of Christianity, but it is not man’s commitment to God. Even believers will at 

times demonstrate lukewarm commitment at best. Instead, at the heart of 

Christianity we find God’s devotion and commitment to us. It is a devoted 

commitment so strong that it put God on the cross.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn                              Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle CW 122 
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Stand 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Oh, Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore 

the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive 

forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

 

 

Choir (10:30 am)                                                                       Be Strong in the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord;  

And be of good courage for He is your guide. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours.   

 

Be strong in the Lord and be of good courage; 

Your mighty commander will vanquish the foe. 

Fear not the battle, for the vict’ry is always His; 

He will protect you wherever you go.   

 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord;  

And be of good courage for He is your guide. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours.  

 

 
 

Be strong in the Lord, and be of good courage; 

Your defender is He who is always the same. 

Mount up with wings as the eagle ascending; 

Vict’ry is sure when you call on His name.   

 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord;  

And be of good courage for He is your guide. 

Be strong, be strong, be strong in the Lord; 

And rejoice for the vict’ry is yours.   

 

Put on the armor the Lord has provided; 

Place your defense in His unfailing care. 

Trust him for He will be with you in battle, 

Lighting your path to avoid ev’ry snare. 

 
 
 
 

Words by Linda Lee Johnson  Music by Tom Fettke  1979 Main Stream Music  Selling agent: Hope Publishing Co.  
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THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Isaiah 43:1-7 
In devoted commitment the LORD promises his people that even if they need to pass through raging waters or 

walk through a wall of fire, he will be right there with them.   

1 But now, this is what the Lord says— 

    he who created you, Jacob, 

    he who formed you, Israel: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, 

    I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 

    they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 

    you will not be burned; 

    the flames will not set you ablaze. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

I give Egypt for your ransom, 

    Cush[a] and Seba in your stead. 
4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, 

    and because I love you, 

I will give people in exchange for you, 

    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; 

    I will bring your children from the east 

    and gather you from the west. 
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 

    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 

Bring my sons from afar 

    and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 

    whom I created for my glory, 

    whom I formed and made.” (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18509a
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 143 CW 
 

 

O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;* 

in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. 
 

Do not bring your servant into judgment,* 

for no one living is righteous before you. 

 

My spirit grows faint within me;* 

my heart within me is dismayed. 

 
 

Refrain 

 

Answer me quickly, O LORD;* 

do not hide your face from me. 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,* 

for I have put my trust in you. 

 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;* 

may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Second Lesson Hebrews 5:7-9 
Because he was truly human Jesus did not relish having to suffer for our salvation. Yet he submitted to the cross 

out of his devoted commitment to us. 

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent 

cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he 

suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

him. (NIV) 

 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.  (Mark 10:45 cf. NIV)  

 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel  John 12:20-33 
Though the thought of the cross troubled his soul, Jesus was committed to glorifying his Father’s name by winning 

eternal life for us. 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 

festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. 

“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and 

Philip in turn told Jesus. 
23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly 

I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 

seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, 

while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever 

serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will 

honor the one who serves me. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The 

crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had 

spoken to him. 
30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for 

judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I 

am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the 

kind of death he was going to die. (NIV) 
 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be Seated 
 

 
Hymn of the Day Drawn to the Cross CW 387 

 
 

Sermon Jesus - Our Perfect High Priest Hebrews 5:7-9 
(8:00 am)  

 

Good Confession  
(10:30 am)  

 
 

Stand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mike Dietz  
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 
 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 

 

 

Prayer of the Church   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn He Will Hold Me Fast CW21 813 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
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2024 Confirmation Class 
Liberty Marie Baril 

Mason Carter Fischer 

Kiley Marie Hassemer 

Bailey Rose Kiley 

Isaiah Elijah Miller 

Hope Nicole Muchka 

Caleb Adam Otto 

Lily Ann Salm 

Clayton Timothy Schmidt 

Trevor Eugene Schuettpelz 

Mitchel Joseph Van De Walle 

Jonah Jeremy Wittig 

 
 


