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April 4 & 7, 2024 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Living Lord Gives Proof and Peace 
 

 

 

In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by 

only one person. A self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some 

special encounter with God. “No really! Just trust me. It really happened.” 

The resurrection reality is so very different. In the Great Resurrection 

Chapter (1 Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire paragraph listing all the 

people to whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of over five 

hundred at one time. It is like St. Paul is telling skeptics, “You don’t need to 

take my word for it. Hundreds of us saw Jesus back from the dead.”  

 

The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early 

believers. They knew there was more to their existence than just their time 

on earth. They knew the reality that eternal life was theirs, a gift from their 

living Lord. It gave them incredible joy and courage. May the resurrection 

reality give us the same. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn                                                                    By Faith CW21 868 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services .  Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. A-725297 
Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-725297 
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Stand 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Song of Praise                                                                    By Faith CW21 868 
4 By faith the church was called to go 

in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 

to deliver captives and to preach good news 

in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 

and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible 

for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word 

of peace.  Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with 

the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 
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THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Acts 18:1-11 
The promised presence of the living Lord gave Paul the courage to keep on speaking the gospel, even when Paul 

was facing harsh persecution. 

1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a 

tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in 

the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul 

and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on 

your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a 

worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the 

Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 

not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I 

have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching 

them the word of God. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 16 CW 

 
 

Keep me safe, O God,* 

for in you I take refuge. 

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 

apart from you I have no good thing.” 

I have set the LORD always before me.* 

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 

Refrain 
 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 

my body also will rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 

you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Second Lesson 1 John 1:1-4 
St. John reminds us that there were witnesses who saw and touched Jesus raised from the dead. This 

resurrection serves as proof that eternal life is ours.   

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 

concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 

proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. 

And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to 

make our[a] joy complete. (NIV) 

 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.  Alleluia.  (John 20:29b) 

 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel  John 20:19-31 
The risen Savior offers proof and peace to his disciples. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.” 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (NIV) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30545a
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be Seated 

 
Hymn of the Day Jesus Christ is Risen Today CW 157 

 

 
 

Sermon  1 John 1:1-4 
  

 

Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 
 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church   

 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



11 

 

Closing Hymn We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight CWS 756 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

Pastor James Enderle mobile: 949-1038; email: james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow  864-7584;       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Kurt Heling (920) 378-4716;                  KHQH@new.rr.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel  (262) 353-2859;              jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Katie Muchka, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer  864-7427 Abbey Ossmann   203-8627 

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff    470-7334 

Church and School Office: 864-2349 Church and Parsonage: 864-2348 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service Appleton (WELS counseling) 

Kathleen Jasman 731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling) 

Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


