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May 2 & 5, 2024 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jesus’ Business Is Love;  

Therefore, So Is Ours 
 

 

 

The entirety of God’s Word can be summed up in one word: love. God’s Law 

is all about love. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart…” and “Love 

your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37,39). The gospel is all about love: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son…” (John 

3:16). From his compassion for the sick and broken, to his sacrificial death 

on the cross, to the peace he provided after his resurrection, Jesus was the 

perfect embodiment of love. Love is his business.  

 

Therefore, love is our business too. The resurrection reality is that with the 

same supernatural power by which God raised Jesus from the dead, God 

now enables us to live a new life—one marked by radically selfless love. The 

motivation and ability to do this comes from seeing the endless love Christ 

has for us. We love only because he first loved us. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Hymn Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 490 
 

 
 

 

 

Stand 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

Hymn How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW21 523 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: A-725297  

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Inspire us to think 

those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 

always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 

 Be Seated 
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Grades 1-4 (10:30 am)                                                                                      Love! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Acts 9:36-42 
Tabitha loved Jesus, she was always helping the poor in the town of Joppa. Because Jesus loved the people of 

Joppa, he had Peter raise Tabitha from the dead. 

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 

always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and 

her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the 

disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please 

come at once!” 
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the 

widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas 

had made while she was still with them. 
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. 

Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and 

seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he 

called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This 

became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refrain 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches  

Let Jesus’ love shine forth in you. 

Be kind to ev’ryone. 

When you help those in pain or need 

You glorify the Son!   

 

By Linda Moeller  
1997 Linda Moeller 

 

Refrain  

We’re talkin’ ‘bout love!   

God showed it to us when he took our sins away. 

We’re talkin’ ‘bout love!   

Now show it to others each and ev’ry day. 

 

We love because he first loved us  

And sent his only Son 

To take our sin and guilt away. 

What wonders he has done!   
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 98 CW 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song,* 

for he has done marvelous things. 
 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 

to the house of Israel;* 

all the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 
 

Refrain 
 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 

burst into jubilant song with music; 
 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 
 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 
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Second Lesson 1 John 4:7-11,19-21 
Friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 

is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 

sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 

seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  If anyone loves me, he 

will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

home with him.  Alleluia.  (John 14:23 cf. NIV) 

 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel  John 15:9-17 
The living Lord gives us this command. Remain in his love so that we might also love each other. 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 

friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 

give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. (NIV) 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day Glorious in Majesty CW 496 
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Sermon  1 John 4:7-11,19-21 
  

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be Seated 
 

Offering 

 

Stand 

 

 

Prayer of the Church  
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

 

 M: Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy this Easter season, for you have risen and 

conquered the grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant 

it in our minds. Through the good news of your resurrection renew our hope and 

revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. 

You have put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to 

think of ourselves as dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness 

of life in all we do. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

M: In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those 

who grieve the loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty 

tomb and ease their pain by reminding them that their loved ones will one day 

rise again. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

M: Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach 

them and awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the 

word of life to their souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

M: Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are 

sick, receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or 

hurting in body or mind. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the 

cause of the petition.] Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and 

comfort them with your promise to raise them and give them and all believers 

new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

  

M: Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us 

in your Word and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us 

until we feast with you in eternal glory.  

C: Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn This Is My Will CW 497 

 
 
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  

 

 

 
 


