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We Will Overcome This Broken World 
 

 

This world is broken. Oh, certainly, we still see beauty in nature. By God’s 

grace, we have plenty of happy moments. But that does not change the fact 

that this world does not function the way God designed it to. It is dangerous, 

especially for God’s children. Jesus once promised that those who live for 

him will be hated (just as Christ was hated) by those who live for the world. 

The even greater danger: the priorities prompted by this broken world tempt 

the careless Christian to devalue that which truly matters. This world is very 

broken.  

 

For that reason, our gracious, living Lord promises that one day soon 

enough, he will take us to a better world. More, he promises that until that 

time, his Father will protect us, preserving our faith through the truth of his 

Word. This is the resurrection reality. By God’s grace, we will overcome this 

broken world. 

 

 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith         

(1 Corinthians 10:17) and warns there are dangers in taking communion in an 

improper way (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), we practice close communion. WELS, ELS, 

and members of other churches around the world who are in fellowship with WELS 

are welcome to commune with us. If you would like to learn more about becoming a 

member and communing with us in the future, please speak to pastor or an usher.  

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense CW 167:1-2,4 

 
 

 

 
Stand 

 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
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  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

Hymn Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense CW 167:3,5 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
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 Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your 

right hand.  Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and 

faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a,51-60 
Simply for proclaiming Christ, the Sanhedrin wanted to kill Stephen. Christ used their murderous intent to enable 

Stephen to overcome this broken world. 

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic 

Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were 

being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the 

disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 

word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from 

among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 

responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of 

the word.” 
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 

of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from 

Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 

rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and 

signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of 

the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the 

provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 
2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! 51 “You stiff-necked 

people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: 

You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 

persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And 

now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was 

given through angels but have not obeyed it.” 

 

 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed 

their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 
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the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 

heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 

rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. (NIV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 124 CWS 
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Second Lesson 1 John 5:1-6 
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St. John explains that everyone born of God overcomes the world. 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 

loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children 

of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to 

keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of 

God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 

faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God. 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by 

water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit 

is the truth.(NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I will not leave you 

as orphans; I will come to you.  Alleluia.  (John 14:18) 
 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel  John 17:11b-19 
Jesus, our great high priest, prays that his Father would sanctify us with his truth and enable us to overcome the 

world 

11 Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, 

so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them 

and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 

doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 

world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I 

have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of 

the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take 

them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They 

are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[c] the truth; 

your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 

the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 

sanctified. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 

 

Hymn of the Day  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me CW 389 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A11b-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777c


8 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sermon  1 John 5:1-6 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the 

church. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 

the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
 

 

 

Words of Institution 
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M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 
 

Be Seated 

 

Distribution 

 

 

 

Distribution Hymn What Is the World to Me CW 477 
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Stand 

 

 

 

Thank The Lord  
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M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW 411 
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

Pastor James Enderle mobile: 949-1038; email: james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow  864-7584;       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Kurt Heling (920) 378-4716;                  KHQH@new.rr.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel  (262) 353-2859;              jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Katie Muchka, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer  864-7427 Abbey Ossmann   203-8627 

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff    470-7334 

Church and School Office: 864-2349 Church and Parsonage: 864-2348 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service Appleton (WELS counseling) 

Kathleen Jasman 731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling) 

Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


