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We Know Jesus is Trustworthy and True 
 

 

The world is full of talkers. There are plenty of people who say they care 

about you. But we are aware of what many of those people will do when it 

comes time to put those words into action. Jesus tells you in his Word that 

he cares for you dearly. . . that he would do anything for you. . . that he’s 

leading you into the green pastures of paradise. How do you know you can 

trust him? Simple. Jesus followed up his words with action. Jesus promised 

he would die to save you from your sin. He did. Scripture promised the Savior 

would rise from the dead, proving that payment for sins was complete. It 

happened.   

 

Jesus always does what he says. His every promise is fulfilled. Jesus once 

illustrated that point in a striking metaphor, that of the Good Shepherd. All 

shepherds use words, calling to the sheep hoping they will follow. What sets 

the Good Shepherd apart is the fact that his words are followed by action, 

including his willingness to lay down his life for his sheep. Because he lives, 

we know Jesus is trustworthy and true. 
 

 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith         

(1 Corinthians 10:17) and warns there are dangers in taking communion in an 

improper way (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), we practice close communion. WELS, ELS, 

and members of other churches around the world who are in fellowship with WELS 

are welcome to commune with us. If you would like to learn more about becoming a 

member and communing with us in the future, please speak to pastor or an usher.  

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 



2 

 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551:1-2,4 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Cook, 1788–1868, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

 

M:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C:  Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M:  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

C:  Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

  

M:  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we 

live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

  

M:  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life. God sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins and 

for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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Hymn              Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551:3,5 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Cook, 1788–1868, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Be Seated 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. 

Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your 

Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 

First Lesson Acts 13:15,16a,26–39 
St. Paul points out that Jesus’ death and resurrection both fulfilled the Scripture. They prove not only that we are 

forgiven, but that God’s promises are trustworthy and true. 

 15After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to 

them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.” 

 16Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: 

 26“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 

salvation has been sent. 27The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet 

in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 
28Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him 

executed. 29When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down 

from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and for many 

days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now 

his witnesses to our people. 

 32“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33he has fulfilled for us, 

their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 

“ ‘You are my son; 

 today I have become your father.’ 

34God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, 

“ ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

35So it is also stated elsewhere: 

“ ‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 

 36“Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 

buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37But the one whom God raised from the dead 

did not see decay. 

 38“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you. 39Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 

justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Psalm 23f CW 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, ed. William Walker 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Second Lesson Revelation 7:9–17 
God’s promise to lead all believers from great tribulation to the green pastures of heaven is trustworthy and true. 

St. John sees that promise fulfilled through the work of the Lamb. 

  9After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And 

they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” 

11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying: 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!” 

 13Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they 

come from?” 

 14I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

 And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne 

 will shelter them with his presence. 
16‘Never again will they hunger; 

 never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat down on them,’ 

 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb at the center of the throne 

 will be their shepherd; 

‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ 

 ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ (NIV) 
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Verse of the Day (Thursday)                                               
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I am the good 

shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.  (John 10:14 NIV) 

 

4K-5K (8:00 am)                                                 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Choir (10:30 am)                                                                     The Shepherd’s Call 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel  John 10:22–30 
Because our Good Shepherd is trustworthy and true, we eagerly listen to his voice. 

 22Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was in the 

temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24The Jews who were there gathered around 

him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

 25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 

testify about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to 

my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 

(NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Text:  Grace K. Reim 
Music: John C. Reim 
2007 NPH 

 
 

As you journey onward, I am near. 

I have made you mine and hold you dear. 

Gladly I your Shepherd will be, 

Tending to you faithfully. 

 

When, away from me, your footsteps veer, 

Know my rod and staff; the way is clear. 

Though my face you now cannot see, 

Hear my voice and follow me.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

When temptation smiles and doubters jeer, 

Though you suffer trials, you need not fear. 

Wolves may strike and others may flee. 

I am with you constantly.   

 

I am there to comfort and to cheer. 

From your eyes I’ll banish ev’ry tear, 

And my love will soon set you free 

When I call you home to me.  

 
 

 

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–1782; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

 
 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb; 

ever glad at heart I am, 

    for my Shepherd gently guides me, 

    knows my need and well provides me, 

loves me ev’ry day the same, 

even calls me by my name. 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

    When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

    into pleasant pastures leads me; 

when I thirst, he bids me go 

where the quiet waters flow. 
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Hymn of the Day  The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want CW 555 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 
Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sermon  John 10:22–30 
 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the 

church. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 

the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 
Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God  

 
 

Be Seated 
 

Communion 
Please remember to register for communion using the sheets in the back of the church, elder’s room 

or the sacristy room and in the basement. 2 individual cups of white grape juice are available in each 

tray for those who prefer/need to have a nonalcohol alternative to wine. Gluten free wafers are also 

available. Hold your hand palm down to let the server know you would like the gluten free wafer.  
 

You can use the questions on page 295 in the hymnal, on page 16 of the service folder, or the review 

of Lord’s Supper on page 293 of the hymnal to prepare for communion.  
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Distribution Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 

 

 

 
 

5 You spread a table in my sight, 

    a banquet here bestowing; 

your oil of welcome, my delight; 

    my cup is overflowing! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    your goodness fails me never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise 

    within your house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt. 
Tune: Irish, 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 
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Thank The Lord  

 
 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

Dedication of Stained-Glass Window 
M: Eternal Lord, you have blessed us with a place of worship where we may proclaim the 

forgiveness of sin in Word and sacrament and praise your grace in our prayers, hymns, 

and offerings. As you enrich our lives with beauty every day, you also enable us to 

adorn our place of worship with splendid gifts that testify to your greatness and love. 

Bless our use of this gift so that it may enhance the beauty of the gospel in our hearts 

and minds. 

  We dedicate this window in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

  May it be a reminder of the glory and grace that shine on us in Jesus Christ, the light 

of the world. 

C: Amen. 
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Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Closing Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing CW 930 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008  Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297  Tune: Public domain 

 

Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
     Artwork © 2012-2024 Ian M. Welch, paramentics.com. All Rights Reserved. 
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 

A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.  

 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 

A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have carried out my 

responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a 

teacher or student. Have I loved God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured 

affliction? Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or 

quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad name? Have I 

abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and 

good?  

 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 

should I do?  

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of which I am unaware. I 

will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 

A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for me to pay the 

full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness 

and holiness.  

 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 

A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine as a truly life-

giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not 

only forgives my sins but sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 

live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.  

 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 

A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died. There he tells me: 

“Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 

A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to 

correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me with love and good works.  

 

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of your life-giving 

body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in 

devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen. 

 

 
 

Christian Worship 1993, p. 156 
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