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May 15 & 18, 2025 
5th Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We Live Lives of Lavish Love 
 

 

 

If someone saved you from a horrible death, what would you do to thank 

them? Probably just about anything they asked! You would be that grateful. 

Jesus not only saved us from eternal death in hell, but he won for us an 

eternity in paradise. What shall we do to thank him? This week we see that 

Jesus asks for just one thing—love. He asks us, in every interaction we have 

with others, to demonstrate the same selfless love that he has shown to us. 

That is how we thank him.  

 

Fortunately, Jesus doesn’t just ask us to show love. Jesus empowers us to 

show love. The same divine power which raised Jesus from the dead now 

raises us up to a new and better life, enabling us to set aside our natural 

selfishness and self-glorification and instead live in a more excellent way. 

Like Christ, we strive to do everything for the benefit of others. Because he 

lives, we live lives of lavish love. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn                                   Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 726 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

Stand 
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Oh, Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Acts 11:1-18 
The Lord taught Peter that racial and cultural differences are not to prevent us from showing lavish love to all 

people.   

 1The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 

the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 

him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

 4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5“I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from 

heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6I looked into it and saw four-

footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7Then I heard a voice telling me, 

‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

 8“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

 9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 

made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

 11“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where 

I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six 

brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen an 

angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring 

you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 

 15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 
16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

 18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, 

even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day                    I Will Praise Your Name Forever Psalm 144b CW 
 

 

 
  

Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise; 

   his greatness no one can / fathom. 

One generation commends your works to an- / other; 

   they tell of your / mighty acts. 

The LORD upholds / all who fall 

   and lifts up all who are / bowed down.    Refrain 

  

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time. 

   You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing. 

The LORD is near to all who / call on him, 

   to all who call on / him in truth. 

He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him; 

   he hears their cry and / saves them. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Lynn Trapp 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
The defining mark of Christians is not the spiritual gifts that they possess, but it is the lavish love that is 

demonstrated as they use those gifts for the benefit of others. 

 1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing. 

 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 

 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, 

I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 

we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day (Thursday and 10:30 am)                                               
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  We know and rely on 

the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

Alleluia. (1 John 4:16) 

Choir (8:00  am)                                                                                                                                               By Faith      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

By faith we see the hand of God; 

In the light of creation’s grand design 

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness; 

Who walk by faith and not by sight. 
 

By faith our fathers roamed the earth, 

With the pow’r of the promise in their hearts 

Of a Holy City built by God’s own hand: 

A place where peace and justice reign.   
 

(Refrain) We will stand as children of the promise; 

We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward. 

Till the race is finished and the work is done; 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

 
 

By faith the prophets saw a day 

When the longed-for Messiah would appear 

With the power to break the chains of sin and death 

And rise triumphant from the grave. 
 

By faith the church was called to go; 

In the power of the Spirit to the lost; 

To deliver captives and to preach good news, 

In ev’ry corner of the earth. 
 

Refrain 
 

By faith this mountain shall be moved 

And the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail; 

For we know in Christ all things are possible 

For all who call upon his name. 
 

Refrain 

 

 
 

 
Text:  Grace K. Reim By Keith & Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 
Piano accompaniment by Dale A. Witte 
Copyright  2009 ThankYou Music/Adm. By worshiptogether.com songs 
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Stand 
 

Gospel  John 13:31-35 
The Father has glorified the Son. Christ shares that glory with us and commands us to show others the same 

lavish love he has shown to us. 

    31When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 
32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

 33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told 

the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”(NIV) 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day Welcome, Happy Morning CW 469 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–1893, alt. 
Tune: Enchiridion Geistlike Lede und Psalmen, Lübeck, 1545 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  John 13:31-35 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church   

 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction (Thursday and 10:30 am)                                               

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Choir (8:00 am)                                                                                        God Shall Bless and Keep You      
 

 

 

 

 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God shall bless and keep you; 

God shall cause his face to shine upon you; 

God shall look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

Amen.   
 

By Kenneth T. Kosche 
2004 NPH  
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Closing Hymn This Is My Will CW 728 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010, alt. 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
Artwork © 2012-2024 Ian M. Welch, paramentics.com. All Rights Reserved. 
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:  Mobile  Email 

Pastor James Enderle (920) 949-1038 james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow (920) 864-7584       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Alec Otto (920) 328-5374             alecotto75@gmail.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel (262) 353-2859            jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Sharon Richter, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer    (920) 864-7427  

                     Abbey Ossmann             (920) 203-8627 

Secretary: Jackie Zeamer       (920) 660-8878 jackie.zeamer@mzls.org 

Church/School Office:   (920) 864-2349  

Church and Parsonage: (920) 864-2348 

 

Christian Family Solutions Appleton (WELS counseling) cfc@wlcfs.org 

Go to https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/ or scan the QR Code (920) 438-1772 

for an appointment 
 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  LHfrontdesk@livinghopellc.org 

https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact  (920) 338-8699 

https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/
https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact

